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REPENTANCE 


_ By the late BILLY SUNDAY 


¥ 


“God . .. now commandeth all men every where 


to ta “——Acts 17:30. 


It is Goa, not I, who commands 
you to repent. 


God commands all men to re- 
pent. He does not entreat, or 
beg you to repent. He may ask 
you to do anything else, but He 
will not only ASK you to repent, 
He commands you to forsake your 
sins. 


He commands all men to repent. 
In the saloon, in the gambling 
halls, in the dens of vice, in the 
home, in the bank, in the church, 
in the theater—repent, repent, re- 
pent is the command of God. 


The first thing John the Baptist 
preached was repentance, and 
the first thing Jesus and His dis- 
ciples preached was repentance; 
but we very seldom hear a ser- 
mon on repentance today. Plenty 
of preachers in a long ministry 
never preached one single sermon 
on repentance. 


Ignore Repentance 


They have preached on every- 
thing else, but have given repen- 
tance a wide berth, probably for 
the same reason that the colored 

| _ liked to preach 

. chicke “be- 


such a coldness over the meeting 
and made so many of his mem- 
bers freeze up toward him, like.” 


No matter who preaches on re- 
pentance, he is bound to stir up 
the serpents of opposition. It 
does not take a preacher long to 
find out that it is much easier to 


get along pleasantly in his minis-] ; 


try and have the salary raised 


‘now and then by making people 


feel satisfied with themselves. 


Of all things that we hate more 
than anything else is to see our- 
Selves aS we really are. We hate 
that which shows up our faults 
and blemishes. That is one rea- 


| 


son sO many people do not like 
my plain preaching. 


Must Retouch Faces 


No photographer could make a 


living taking pictures if he made 
a correct likeness of everybody 
who came along. 
retouch the negative and take out 
the ugly spots, the woman with 
a squint and the man with a wart 
on his nose would go somewhere 
else for pictures. 


If he didn’t 


It is said that an elephant will 


not drink out of a clear water, for 
when he sees his ugly face re-|. 
flected in it he’is stirred to fury 
and lashes the water into foam. 
There must be a good deal of 


human nature about an elephant. 


It is for this very reason that so 
many people do not like the Bible. 
It makes them see their own 
wickeg hearts, and they can’t bear 


that. 
People do not like preaching 


that goes at them rough-shod and 


finds sore places on them. They 
(Continued‘ on Page 3) 


' Billy Sunday — 
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The Mclntire Articles 


By the Editor 


__ We have recently closed a series 
of articles by Rev. Carl McIntire, 


editor of The Christian Beacon, 
pastor of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church, Collinswood, New Jersey, 
on Russia’s Most Effective Fifth 
Column in America. We have had 
@ good many letters about these 
articles —- some for and some 
against. A number of ministers 
have dropped their subscriptions 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
because of their dislike of the ar- 
ticles and Mr. MclIntire’s criticism 
of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 


This reaction was not unex- 
Several thousand minis- 
to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and our 
vigorous policy of staying true to 
the Bible and Christ at any cost 
would be expected to offend some. 


Our reasons for running the 
articles by Mr. McIntire and our 
own clear stand on the Federal 
- @ouncil of Churches ang modern- 
~ istic leaders is made clear in the 


| E Gitowine letter by the editor, re- 
. plying to a minister who objected 


soe f to Mr. Mcintire’s articles. 


et zor fer 


February 24, 1949. 
Brother B - 
writing very 


feles by Dr. Carl Mclntire in| 


akly your reaction to the ar- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
First, let me say that I am not 
connected with the American 
Council of Churches, but. with 
the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals, And Dr. Carl McIntire, 
E understand, has sometimes criti- 
cised me because 1 do not break 
fellowship with all the good men 
in denominations which fellowship 
with the Federal Council , of 
Churches. I am_ regularly en- 
gaged in large union revival cam- 
paigns and I work with all the 
people of God who believe the 
Bible and preach salvation by the 
blood of Christ. I may say very 
frankly that I have sometimes 
been irritated by the extreme to 
which Mr. McIntire sometimés 
goes, particularly in labelling 
some of us as “compromisers”’ 
who strive for unity and who have 
good fellowship with good, solid, 
Bible-believing Christians who re- 
main in denominations where 


there is modernism. TI feel I must] 


maintain my fellowship with all 


those who truly love the Lord Je-} 


sus and believe His Word, even 
though they may do wrong, and 
I think they do, in being yoked 
up with unbelievers contrary to 
the command of II Corinthians 
6:14-18. 

But, dear brother, it still re- 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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By EVANGELIST JOHN LINTON 


“Jesus asked them, saying, What think ye of Christ?” 


Wheaton, Illinois 


No more important question was ever asked of mortal 
man. There is no question so fraught with everlasting con- 
sequences for wear or for woe as the question, “What think 


ye of Christ?” 


The question is not a matter of 
mere opinion. It is not one of 
those questions on which men may 
agree to differ and feel that their 
differences will not shut them out 
of Heaven. A man must be right 
on this question or he is forever 
lost. Heaven or Hell, everlast- 
ing joy or everlasting misery all 
hinge on the answer to this great- 
est of all questions—“What think 
ye of Christ?” 

The questioner is Jesus Christ 
Himself. The “answer of these 
men to the question was—the 
cross! A few days after He ask- 
ed the question .they -crucified 
Him. But though crucified, He 
rose again, He still lives, and is 
now asking the same question 
of you. It is not the preacher 
who asks you this- question. I 
am merely a mouthpiece. Behind 
me stands my Master. It is He 
who speaks, not I. It is His 
voice that rolls into your ears 
now. That voice says, ‘What 
think ye of -Christ?”’ 


This Question Is a Challenge 
to Thought 

The question calls on every one of 
us to stop, to listen, to consider, 
and to think. How many trage- 
dies there are in life because peo- 
ple will not sit down and think! 

Here is a farmer who through 
thirty years of hard work has 
saved a few thousand dollars 
over against the evening of life 
when money will be going out and 
nothing coming in. One day there 
comes along from the city a high- 
pressure salesman, promoting a 
new company that guarantees to 
double his investment in the first 
years The farmer swallows the 
bait, hook, line, and sinker, and 
in a few months there is a finan- 
cial tragedy because that man 
would not think. 

Here is a young woman who 
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if ordered by April 13! 
Save 50c. Write today! 


meets a young man at a public 
dance. He is good looking, well- 
dressed, a beautiful waltzer; but 
ealas, all the brains he has are in 
his feet! He proposes marriage. 
Although she has known him only 
a few weeks the poor, silly thing 
accepts. Six months after she 
marries She finds she is tied for 
life to a moral leper! And so the 
shores of the matrimonial.sea are 
strewn with wreckage because 
people will not think. 

‘Today there are multitudes of 
lost souls dJanguishing in the un- 
derworld, awaiting the -day of 
judgment, filling the corridors of 
the lost world with the noise of 
their torment as they cry, “Oh, 
if I had only thought!” 

And so this question challenges 
us to do some real, hard, serious 
thinking: 
Christ ?” 

There is more perhaps’ to the 
question than you now see. I 
would like you to follow me as I 
try to show you what this ques- 
tion means. We shall better find 
the meaning if we deal with the 
subject negatively ang show what 
the question does not mean. 


It Is Not, “What Think Ye 

of God?” 

God is not dealing with men on 
the basis of their belief in a Su- 
preme Being. It is not an exag- 
geration to say that almost all en- 
lightened men believe- in a Su- 
preme Being. Any man not a fool 
believes in that. The heathen 


“What think ye of 


—Matt. 22:41, 42. 


dwelling in spiritual midnight be- 
lieves in a Supreme Being. 
murderer, his hands red with the 
blood of his victims, believes in a 
Supreme Being. The very devils 
believe in a Supreme Being—they 
believe and tremble. But God is not 
dealing with men on the basis of 


their belief in Him. The ques- 
tion —is, ‘“Wnat think ye of 
Christ ?” 


There are religious institutions 
among men that are strong on 
their belief in a Supreme Being. 
Some lodges, for instance, are 
such religious institutions. They 
have their own ritual, their own 


priesthood,. their own funeral 
_ @Gontinued.on Page 4) 


Rev, John Linton 


Life,” 64 Pages, Absolutely 
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Absolutely Free With $5.00 


lished in Sword. 


Letter month closes at _ mid- 
night, April 13! That is, it clos- 
es at that hour for readers. You 
must have ygur letter month let- 
ters in the mail, postmarked not 
later than midnight, April 13, to 
get tite benefit of any of the of- 
fers mentioned above. Of course, 
some of the letters will reach us 
after April 13; but if they are 


| postmarked not later than that 


date, they will count. 

How people do like that book, 
Seven Secrets of a Happy, Pros- 
perous Christian Life! Hundreds 


of letters are telling how people 


Letter Month Closes! 


April 13 Last Chance to Get Following: 
1. Book, “Seven Secrets of a Happy, Prosperous Christian 


Free for the Asking; 


2. Book, “The Home: Courtship, Marriage and Children,” 
381 Pages, 22 Chapters, at Reduced Price, $2.00 (Saving 


3. Box of 14 Beautiful, Assorted Christian Greeting Cards 


Retail Order or Gift; 


4. Dr. R. A. Torrey’s “Vest Pocket Companion for Soul Win- 
ners,” 118 Pages, Free With $2.00 Retail Order or Gift; 


5. Two Dollar Cash Value for Each Letter Month Letter Pub- 


By the Editor 


were blessed by the chapter on 


“Assurance of Salvation by the 
Word of God.” Some people are 
buying extra copies. The regu- 
lar price is 35c a copy. . There 
are 64 large pages, 7 chapters. It is 
an ideal gift for new converts, 
will help any Christian to adjust 
his life for the will of God so as 
to be happy and successful, Dur- 
ing letter month, you may have 
a copy of this book absolutely 
free. Just write for it! But you 
must do. it at once. This is, the 


(Continued on Page T) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 8, 1949 


GIVING 


Sixth Secret, Putting God First With All Possessions 
By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Chapter VI. of the 64-page book, “Seven Secrets of a 
Happy, Prosperous Christian Life,” given free on request, one 
to a family, during letter month.) 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Of the happy Christians at Jerusalem after Pentecost 
we are told that “. .. all that believed were together, and had 
all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all men, as every man had need” (Acts 


2:44, 45). 


What ‘a remarkable effect it 
had on these Jewish people when 
they weresconverted to Christ, 
when they were assured of their 
salvation by the Word of God, 
when they were baptized, joined 
the local assembly, set out to 
follow stedfastly the apostles’ 
doctrine, ant continued in prayer! 
They were happy Christians, vic- 
torious Christians. And _ they 
seemed to have committed all their 
possessions to God and stopped 
worrying about whether’ they 
would have food and clothes and 
housing for the future. What a 
wonderful example of happy trust, 
of Christian fellowship and mu- 
tual care one for another! 

And one of the important prin- 
ciples on which a new convert 
must live, if he is to be a really 
happy, prosperous and victorious 
Christian, is that he must put God 
first on the money question. He 
must learn that everything he is 
and everything he has belongs to 
God. He must set out to please 
God by the way he handles all 
his possessions, and symbolize this 
by the way ne gives to the Lord’s 
cause. 


There are a number of lessons 
that a young Christian can learn 
from these Christians at Jerusa- 
lem who were so wonderfully filled 
with the Spirit and lived such 
victorious lives after they were 
saved. 


1. These Christians Were Not 
Communists; the Bible Does 
Not Teach Communism 


There are many striking dif- 
ferences between these New Testa- 
ment Christians at Jerusalem 
about whom we are told, and 
communists. These people were 
devoted Christians, believers in 
Christ as their own Saviour and 
committed to follow Him until 
death. Communists are atheists, 
Christ- rejecters and Christ-haters. 
Another difference is that here 
there was no dictatorship. Here 
there was no seizing of property, 
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In com- 
it is just the opposite. 
Stalin and Lenin were bank rob- 
bers. The Kussian Soviet ‘“Re- 
publics” were founded on murder, 
assassination, confiscation, blood 
purges, and everything contrary 
to law and morality and Christi- 
anity. No well-informed person, 
then, could give this Scripture as 
a model teaching communism. 


no compulsion whatever. 
munism 


As we read the story here and 
follow on through the book of 
Acts we find that there was a 
great emergency at Jerusalem. 
Thousands were saved. Of course 
there was great opposition. Many 
lost their means. of _ livelihood. 
And these new Christians, fired 
with holy'zeal for God and with 
earnest love for each other, glad- 
ly gave up their possessions and 
divided up their means to other 
Christians who were in need. It 
was an emergency and not an 
ordinary occasion. And the choice 
was entirely vohuntary when any- 
one gave up his property. It must 
be remembereg that the Bible no- 
where commands people to give up 
all their property to the church 
or to the support of other Chris- 
tians; and certainly it does not 
command one to give up property 
to the st&te. In fact, in this same 
church at Jerusalem when Ana- 
nias later sold his property and 
pretended to give all his means to 
God but withheld some, Peter said 
to him: “Why hast Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of 
the price of the land? Whiles it 
remained, was it not thine own? 


money, and it would not have been 
forbidden. | 
Later there was such a terrible 
famine and depression and want 
in Jerusalem among the Chris- 
tians that Paul went to many 
churches collecting money and 
bringing it back to these saints 
at Jerusalem for the support of 
the poor (Acts 11:27-30). * The 
great poverty at Jerusalem fol- 
lowing Pentecost required heroic 
measures, and these earnest 


Christians gladly gave all for the. 


Lord and for other Christians. 
However, even then the division 
of food caused distress and criti- 
cism (Acts 6:1), ang the plan of 
everyone giving all of his proper- 
ty was abandoned at Jerusalem 
later and was never taken up in 
the other places where Christian 
churches were formed. But ev- 
erywhere in the New Testament 
young Christians were taught to 
put God first in their money prob- 
lems, and that was much of the 
secret of their happiness and 
prosperity and of God’s wonder- 
ful care and provision for them. 
Oh, young Christian, you can 
learn from these Jerusalem con- 
verts! 


2. Spirit - Filled Christianity 
Makes a Revolutionary 
Change in Attitude | 
About Property! 
Jews are thrifty people. Ev- 
erybody ought to be thrifty. Jews 
on the average !tay up carefully 


Mfor their old age, they get their 


children well started in business, 
they often take care of their own 
poor. This is an admirable qual- 


‘ity. But wonderfully, these Jew- 


ish converts at Jerusalem had an 


entire change of attitude. They 
did not worry about tomorrow. 
They simply trusted the . Lord 
about everything. They gave 


their. property into His hands. 
And that is exactly what the 
Lord Jesus, in Matthew 6:25-34, 
teaches us'‘to do. In that remark- 
able passage Jesus said: 
“Therefore I say unto you, Take 
no thought for your life, what ye 


aa 


and after it was sold, was it not in 
thine own power? why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine 
heart? thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God” (Acts 5:3, 4). 

Ananias had a right to keep his 
property. He had not been com- 
manded to sell it. When he sold 
it he had a right to keep the 
money. He had not been com- 
mandegd to give it. His sin was in 
pretending to give everything 
when he did not; he lied instead 
of telling the truth. He sought 
honor and gave to please men and 
pretended to give what he did not 
give. His insincerity, his false- 
hood before God was the terrible 
sin. But Peter told him plainly 
that he could have kept his prop- 


erty or could have kept all the 
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shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the body than rai- 
ment? Behold the fowls of the 
air: for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better 
than they?- Which of you by tak- 
ing thought can add one cubit un- 
to his stature? And why take 
ye thought for raiment? Con- 
sider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they toil not, neither 
do they spin: And yet I say unto 
you, That even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. Wherefore, if God so clothe 
the grass of the field, which to 
day is, and to morrow is cast 


into the oven, shail he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith Therefore take no thought, 
saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Where- 
withal shall we be clothed (For 
after all these things do the Gen- 
tiles seek:) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things. But seek ye 
first the kingdoni of God and his 
righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. Take 
therefore no thought for the mor- 
row: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the jay is the evil 
thereof.” | 

A Christian is not to worry 
about his food. If he puts God 
first, the Lord will provide. He 
is not to’ worry about clothes. 


God feeds the fowls of the air and|cymmin, and have 


God clothes the lilies of the field. 
The God who takes care of His 
flowers and birds will take care 
of a Christian who trusts Him. 
Those who fret about the future 
and try to save lots of money 
and lay by in store for the future 
are of little faith, Jesus said. The 
Gentiles, heathen, unconverted 
people, are burdened about lay- 
ing up money, having property, 
saving for the future. But a 
Christian has a better rule than 
that. Jesus said, “But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (vs. 33). 

That is the instruction of the 
Lord Jesus about property. And 
that is the way these New Testa- 
ment Christians at Jerusalem felt. 
What a joy to be done with worry 
and fret about financial matters, 
just to labor and give and trust! 
I am sure they worked as hard 
as before, or harder. <A _ good 
Christian makes a better workman 
than one who is not a good Thris- 
tian. A good Christian will do 
more work in a day, will please 
his master better, will look after 
the welfare of his employer more 
than one who is not saved. The 
right kind of brotherly love will 
make Christians into good work- 
men and_- good businessmen. 
Thank God for the freeddm from 
care and worry which comes 
when a Christian turns his finan- 
cial affairs over to the Lord and 
depends upon God to provide, de- 
pends upon Gog to give him food 
and clothes and to care for his 
family so he is not afraid to give 
liberally to God’s cause. bi 

Is it not a shame that many a 
Christian is saved but has not 
had his attitude about money con- 
verted ? 

It is said that a number of new 
converts were being baptized 
once in a river, and a friend cali- 
ed to one man, saying, ‘Hey, 
Bill! You still have your billfold 
in your pocket. Do you want me 
to keep it for you?” 

“No!” he replied. 
baptized, too!” 

Of course it would do no good 
to baptize a-pocketbook, literally, 
but certainly when a Christian 
gives himself to God, lays himself 
wholly on the altar, sets out to 
count himself dead to the old life 
and raised up fo live a new life in 
Christ, it will mean that he wil] 
have an entirely different  atti- 
tude toward money. Every 
good Christian who sets out to 
live by the blessed principles of 
success given here will have a 
Christian attitude toward his 
property. 


3. Should a Christian Tithe? 

Some people say that tighing 
is an Old Testament law, perhaps 
that. it is ceremonial law, and that 
it was for Jews only under the 
ceremonial law. But in that they 
are mistaken. It is true that it is 
Leviticus 27:30 that says, “And 
ali the tithe . . . is the Lord’s; it 
is holy unto the Lord.” But does 
it seem likely that a Jew under 
ceremonial law would need to ac- 
knowledge that he belonged to 
Gog and the tithe belonged to 
God, and a Christian, under 
grace, would feel no obligation to 
please God about his possessions? 
How strange that God should not 
claim the tithe of the Christian’s 
income when he claimed the 
tithe of the ‘Jews under the Mo- 
Saic ceremonial law! Actually, 
the tithe did not begin with the 
ceremonial law. Abraham gave 
tithes to Melchizedek .(Gen, 14: 
17-20) long years before Moses 
was born and before the law was 
given at Sinal; before there 
was a Hebrew nation. So the 


“T want that 


TT 


tithe did not originate with the 
Mosaic law. Hebrews, chapter 7, 
in the New Testament, tells us 
that Abraham in giving tithes to 
Melchizedek was a type of Chris- 
tians giving tithes to Christ. Mel- 
chizedek was a type of Christ, 
and so, runs the divinely-given 
argument, the new covenant with 
Christ, represented by Abraham 
giving tithes to Melchizedek, is far 
superior to the old covenant 
wherein Jews under the law gave 
tithes to the Aaronic priesthood. 
Certainly Christians, then, would 
do well to follow this divinely- 
approved pattern. 


In fact, the Lorg Jesus spoke 
to the Pharisees in Matthew 23:23 
ang said, “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
pay tithe of mint and anise and 
omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith: these 
ought ye to have done, and not 
to leave the other undone.” The 
dear Lord Jesus called the Phari- 
sees “hypocrites,” not because 
they paid tithe even of the mint 
and anise and cummin, -the little 
spices that. grew in their gardens. 
No, He said, “These ought ye to 
have done’! They ought to have 
tithed. That was right. But 
He called them hypocrites  be- 
cause they left undone the weigh- 
tier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy and faith. 

When Jesus said, “These ought 
ye to have done” about tithing, a 
Christian of course finds it easy 
to do. | 


In I Corinthians 16:2 we find 
proportionate giving taught in the 
New Testament. There Paul said, 
“Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when 
I come.” They should lay by in 
store, each one, in proportion “as 
God hath prospered him.” Now 
what percentage, what proportion 
do you think these New Testament 
Christians were expected to take 
out and lay by for the Lord? Cer- 
tainly not less than the tenth. 
The inference is, it seems to me, 
that these people already knew 
what they. should do, and they 


tionate part, and I have no doubt 
that. they all understood -it should 
be not less than a tenth. You see; 
all the preaching of the apostles 
and New Testament preachers was 
done out of the Old Testament, 
The New Testament was not yet 
written. People were familiar 
with the Old Testament before the 
New Testament was collected, and. 
of course they would know what 
proportion in giving was custom- 
ary. . 

It is an Old Testament Scrip- 
ture that says, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse . . .” 
(Mal. 3:10). But do you think 
God would ask less love, less faith 
and less cheerful giving from a 
New Testament Christian than 
from a Jew under the law? That 
does not seem reasonable. 


if there is any difference in the 
teaching of the Old Testament and 
the New Testament on this ques- 
tion, the difference is that the New 
Testament always stresses that 
not only one tenth but the other 
nine-tenths, also, belong to God! 
I should bring tithes and offerings 
to the Lord, but I should remem- 
ber that all the rest I have belongs 
to God just the same. Not a dime 
should be spent for anything ex- 
cept as we believe it will please 

Why do you suppose God set a 
definite percentage, ten per cent, 
as the minimum of giving? I 
think that God intended this to be 
something like rent. If you live in 
a man’s. house and pay him rent, 
that is an acknowledgment of his 
ownership and that he has a 
right to demand possession of the 
house any time he is not pleased 
with you as a renter. When you 
borrow a man’s money you pay 
him interest on the money. That 
is a token that the money belongs 
to him, must be paid back to him 
and that he must be given a 
strict accounting of the money 
that is borrowed. So when a 
Christian gives God tithes and of- 
ferings he simply means, “Dear 
Lord, I recognize that all I have 
belongs to You. When I bring 


me, it simply acknowledges that 
all belongs to You and I’ll try te 
(Continued on Page 4) 


were encouraged to do it weekly.’ 
They should take out a. propor-' 


You a part of what You have given. 
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Page Three . 


a Repentance 


"oS (Continued from Page 1) 


want sermons of the “You tickle 
me, and I'll tickle you” kind — 
preaching that pats them on the 
head and makes them feel like a 
boy with his mouth full of butter- 
acotch. Make a man feel that 
God is stuck on him, or that God 
will go out of business when he 
dies, and he will think you a 
great preacher. Make a man feel 
certain that the Lord admires him 
ang you will be a great preacher 
to him. 

But John the Baptist was not 
that kind of a preacher and neith- 
er was Jesus Christ, nor any ‘of 
His disciples, with the exception 
of Judas. That is why John was 
thrown into prison and had his 
ae taken off: He opened his 

ible right square in the middle 
and cried, “Repent ye, repent ye, 
for the kingdom of God is at 
hand.” . 


Don’t Know There Is a Devil 

He preached plain and took a 
dead aim at the sinners on the 
front seats. No wonder he stirred 
up a hornet’s nest at once. 


If you hear a preacher say that 
he does not believe in a Devil, 
you can just bet your hat, then, 
that he does not preach repent- 
ance or he would know there is a 
Devil. Isn’t that right, brethren? 
The men who do any preaching on 
repentance know there is a Devil 
for they have heard him _ roar. 
The Devil likes preachers who tell 
men they can reaq good books, 
think good thoughts, lead good 
lives and go to Heaven. That is 
not true. They will go to Hell 
if that .is all they do. They must 
accept Jesus Christ to be saved. 

There was no chance for any sin- 
ner to feel comfortable under 
John the Baptist’s preaching, for 
he held up the clear glass. of 
God’s Word and made people look 
ang see themselves in it. 


Had Big Backbone 

John had a backbone that was 
bigger than many a man’s whole 
body and with no more flinch 
than you could find in a Quaker 
meeting. He _ said to old King 
Herod: ‘It is not lawful for you 
to have your brother Philip’s wife; 
put her away. You incur the 
wrath of God every minute you 
live with that woman.’ That is 
why the wicked old king laid vio- 
lent hands on God’s chosen mes- 
senger and landed him in prison. 
It was the keen edge of John’s 
preaching that took“off his own 
head. 

If some ministers of today would 
preach to the old shylocks in the 
pews as John the Baptist preach- 
ed, they would not hold their jobs 
long enough to realize what hap- 
pened to them. I know preachers 
—anqd so do you—who could have 
been so noncommittal in their 
preaching that the lecherous old 
king would have been shouting 
happy every time he heard them— 
preachers who would have cat- 
ered to his vanity in their very 
prayers by thanking God that he 
placed over them such a wise and 
virtuous king, one who knew what 
religion was and had a double 
portion of it. 

Let Cats Turn Around 

Some men say to me, “Bill, you 
rub the fur the wrong way.” «I 
do not! Let the cats turn around, 

One step has been taken to- 
wards improving public morals, 
and that is to call sin by its right 
name. 
saw Herod’s chariot galloping up 
the street to the meeting, he prob- 
ably said, ‘Lord, help me hit that 
eld sinner between the eyes and 
hit him hard.” Then to make 
@ure that there should be no mis- 
understanding, he pointed to the 
sinful woman who was lolling on 
the purple cushion beside Herod, 
and in a voice that drew blood 
like a Damascus blade, he said, 
“It is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brother’s wife. Put her 
away.” 

Most people take poison through 


amisunderstanding.If you 
‘would label the bottle with great 


big black words you would not 
take it because you would be 
afraid you would die. The Devil 
ean appear as an angel and in 
that disguise he does his most ef- 
fective work. 

I have heard of ten peopie in 


When John the Baptist, 


the last two weeks who have 
taken poison, thinking it was 
headache dope. One was the head 
of a big railroad. They did not 
mean to take the poison, They 
were deceived by the bottle which 
it was in, 

If a plafn devil rose up in our 
midst, he would not accomplish 
anything. You would be_ too 
afvaid. it is not a wholesome con- 
dition to have too inany synonyuis 
for lying, stealing and adultery. 

I tell you that the man who 
takes that which does not belong 
tc him is a thief. I don’t care 
what you would call him.» 

The man who deceives his 
neighbor is a har. 

Adultery is aduitery. You can 
eall it affinity is you want to. 
Affinity is simply adultery. 

The seventh commandment 
should be revised to read, “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” then 
an appendage reading, ‘“Thou shalt 
not commit affinity.” The seventh 
commandment is sacred and who- 
ever breaks it is abhorred by 
God. 


John Goes to Prison 

And next we see rmerod is gal- 
loping away in high dudgeon, and 
soon a band of soldiers come to 
lead’ God’s lion-hearted prophet 
away to prison. 

The old king no doubt felt bet- 
ter when he knew that God’s man 
was behing the bars, but he little 
knew that he could no more get 
away from the truth that had 
been hurled at him than he could 
lock up God’s wind and waves. 

The awful thing about sin of 
any kind is that it will grow so 
fast. Today you will do’ some- 
thing that a year ago you would 
not imagine yourself doing. And 
a year from now you will stoop 
to some sin that today you would 
shudder at. 

John the Baptist preached re- 
pentance with courage and with 
power, and he preached it so that 
the people could understand it. 
They were convinced of it, as they 
always are when it is preached 
faithfully. 

All kinds of sinners went to him 
and said, “What shall we do?” 
And he told them. Many of them 
walked in the light and became 
disciples like Andrew.“ God will 
give plenty of light to the man 
who is lost in the dark and wants 
to get out of it in God’s way. 

It may help to a better 
knowledge of just what repent- 
ance is to first glance at some 
things that repentance is not. 


What Repentance Is 

First, repentance is not fear, 
and yet a great many people have 
such an altogether mistaken idea 
of repentance that they think no 
one can repent in a way that will 
please God unless he is _ first 
sacred almost to death. 

They seem to think that the 
man who is to be a Christian 
must first te hauled up to the 
very brink of Hell where he can 
see the fire and the brimstone 
and look down with staring eyes 
into its awful depths. They think 
he must have an awful fear of 
death and turn pale and shiver 
with fear, like one affected with 
the ague every time he sees a 
hearse. 


When a man discovers that he 


is on the wrong train and is head- 
ing in the wrong direction from 
that which he should go, he 
doen’t have to be afraid of 
an awful wreck to make him 
leave the wrong train and get on 
the right one as soon as he can. 

Man doesn’t need to be afraid 
of Hell because he thinks he is 
going to die. 

Endless Hell Promised 

Jesus said there was an endless 
Hell for the lost sinner, and He 
pulled aside the curtain and lIet 
us look into that awful pit; but 
He only did this once. 

My God, that’s enough for me! 
One look into its depths is enough 
for me. Hell must be an awful 
place if God would give His only 
Son to save you and me from it. 

God makes no attempt what- 
ever to frighten men into being 
good, for He knows very well that 
the repentance that comes only 
through fear lasts only as long 
as the fear does. As soon as the 


fear is gone the religion is gone. 


The man who tries to be good 


only because he is afraid of be- 
ing damned is no more good in his 
heart than a lamb in a lion’s cage 
is a lions The moment you take 
away the fear of punishment he 
will be as bad as ever. 

You cant scare people into 
repentance any more than you 
can drive the poisonous secretion 
from a rattlesnake by putting a 
clothes pin on its tail. 


Death-Bed Repentance 

I don’t say there may not be 
genuine cases of death-bed repent- 
ance, but they are few. There is 
only one mentioned in the Bible, 
only one to my knowledge—the 
thief on the cross. That is the 
first opportunity the thief ever 
had of giving himself to Jesus. 

I tell you it takes a lowdown 
man or woman to live in sin and 
do wrong all their lives and at 
the last throw the dregs of mis- 
spent life into God’s face. Re- 
pent now and give Goq your life. 
Don’t wait until you are dying 
and repent because you fear to 
face death a sinner. 

Nine times out of ten the man 
who is afraid to die until after 
the preacher has come and prayed 
with him will go right back into 
the old life if he gets well. 

Some of you have heard a 
wagonload of sermons and you 
have not repented. You had many 
chances anq you have. not seen 
fit to take them, There is no 
excuse for you. 

Fear Not Necessary 

Jesus didn’t say a word to the 
Samaritan: woman about being 
damned. He didn’t say anything 
about fire and brimstone to Zac- 
cheus and Matthew; yet nobody 
will dare to say that they did not 
get religion right. 

He didn’t say anything to the 
woman caught in the very act of 
adultery other than “Go and sin 
no more.” 

If fear was necessary I would 
never have been saved. I had no 
fear of God; I had no fear of 
what might come. My own con- 
science told me I was wrong and 
wanted to be right because I 
wanted to know God and because 
I saw very clearly that it was the 
right thing to do. 

You are the biggest fools this 
side of Hell when you want to do 
the things which God does not 
want you to do, and you love the 
things that God hates. 

When the prodigal, in the midst 
of the squealing, hungry swine, 
came to himself and said: “I will 
arise and go to my father,” he 
didn’t start tor home because he 
was afraid his father would find 
him and horsewhip him if he 
didn’t. He saw very clearly that 
it was the thing for him to do. 

Repentance is something that 
goes down into a man a good deal 


consequence of his sins. Repent- 
ance is not fear, nor is it very 
likely to be brought about by fear 
alone; you can depend upon that. 

Many a fellow, afraid to die, 
calls in the preacher to help him, 
but he had no earthly use for the 
preacher when he was not sick. 

You don’t give the preacher a 
square deal. It is not a fair deal to 
only go to him when you need 
help and not go to him when you 
are well and can help him. 


Christian, just so you do become 
one. I don’t care what you do, 
how you come to Christ or why 
you come, just so you repent of 
your sins. 

Repentance is not conviction, 
though a great many think it is, 
and I have heard preaching that 
said it was. Men are often deeply 
convicted of sin, but they go on 
in the same sinful way as before. 

Some Men Troubled 

I know there are some men here 
who are so convicted and troubled 
on account of your sins that you 
can hardly eat and sleep. If I 
told you some of them. in business 
you would be gstounded,. They 
are convicted, but they keep on in 
the same way. 

Felix was deeply convicted by 
what Paul said to him; yet he 
kept right on living an adulterous 
life as before. 

I know people who come and go 
in these meetings’ who are con- 
victed and know of their sins 
just as well as they know their 
own names. They know their sins 
just as well as they know what 
direction to take to go home to- 
night from this tabernacle. 
| Repentance is not feeling sorry 


deeper than being afraid of the’ 


I don’t care how you become 42 }. 


because you have done wrong. 
There never was a wrongdoer who 
did not feel sorry for his wrong- 
doing when it was found out or 
got him into trouble. 

When He Felt Sorry 

When I was a little boy I was 
always sorry the moment I saw 
my mother getting the switch. The 
man who does mean things always 
has to feel rean about it when 
he gets alone with himself. God 
has ordained that no one 
shall do wrong and find happi- 
ness in it. 

Many a man who is earnestly 
sorry that he has done wrong goes 
right on doing it. I don’t believe 
aman wants to get drunk. I be- 
lieve most of them don’t want 
to get drunk. The same with the 
man who quarrels with his wife; 
he knows he did wrong, but he will 
quarrel with her again. 

I don’t think I ever spoke in a 
prison without seeing strong’ evi- 
dence before me that the men 
were very sorry for their wrong- 
doing. 


This Man Found Christ 

Dr. Gunsaulus of Chicago one 
timexwas called to see a million- 
aire who told him he wanted to 
find Christ. 
him that should be easy, but the 
millionaire said it meant his ac- 
knowledgment of illegitimate 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


What Think Ye of Christ? 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ceremony, ang their own God. 
They call him The Supreme Being, 
The Great Architect of The Uni- 
verse, and they think they com- 
meng themselves to God by such 
belief. But tet me say it again, 
God is not j;1dging people today 
by their belief in Him. God's 
question is, “What think ye of my 
Son?” 


No man, no. body of men, can 
worship God or approach God save 
through Jesus Christ. Jesus Him- 
self said so: ‘I am the way...no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” The prayers offered to 
God in these lodges apart from 
the name of Jesus Christ are not 
heard by God. God Himself has 
spoken very emphatically and 
explicitly on that point. “Who- 
soever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father” (I John 2:23). 
No, the question is not, “What 
think ye of God?” 


Nor Is the Question, “What 
Think Ye of the Church?” 


All over this country we meet 
people and when we ask them 
about their spiritual condition 
they reply that they are members 
of some church. Further ques- 


“ tioning reveals that they are de- 


' of Christians. 


 tians ? 


_ you. 


pending on that one fact to com- 
mend them to God. There. are 
men and women by the thousand 
to whom loyalty to their church, 
to its customs and opinions is 
more than loyalty to the revealed 
will of God in the Bible. They 
know little of what the _ Bible 
teaches but everything about what 
their church believes. When I 
asked one of them in a kindly 
way if he had ever been born 
again, he replied with the utmost 
assurance, “Our church does not 
teach salvation that way,” as if 
the teaching of any true church 
could be different from the teach- 
ing of the Saviour who said, “Ex- 
cept_a man be born again, he can- 


not seé the kingdom of God.” Some 


of these people think that stand- 
ing before a congregation, hearing 
the creed read, giving mental 
assent to its truth, and then being 
received into. the-membership of 
the church covers the matter of 
salvation. But, my friend, the 
question God asks is not con- 
cerning a church. God’s question 
is concerning a person, and that 
person, His Son. “What think 
ye of Christ ?” 

The door into God’s presence, 
the door into God’s salvation is not 
the door of the church; it is Christ 
Himself. “I am the door: by me 
if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved” (John 10:9). It is not your 
ehurch; it is not your baptism; it 
is not your confirmation; it is not 
your sitting at the communion 
table. «It is, Do you know per- 
sonally Jesus Christ? What think 
ye of Christ? 


Nor Is the Question, “What 
Think Ye of Christians?” 


Some people seem to think it 
is. Ask them about their rela- 
tionship to Christ and they will 
begin to tell you what they think 
Many Christians, 
they claim, are hypocrites whose 
lives are no better than their own, 
so why should they become Chris- 
Now there are hypocrites 
in. the church, that is, in the 
church which men see. But God 
sees two churches. One is the 
visible church, comprising all 
church members who profess faith 
in Christ, whether they are saved 
or unsaved. The other is the true 
church, the company of true be- 
lievers within the visible church, 
the inner circle of God’s redeemed 
people. When~Christ comes, He 
shall separate saved church mem- 
bers from those unsaved, and all 
hypocrites shall be cast into outer 
darkness. 


But, my friend, God is not ask- 
ing you what you think of profes- 
sing Christians. He is their judge, 
not you. Hell must be a dreadful 
place with all the hypocrites that 
ever lived assembled there: And 
if you don’t like hypocrites you 
had better make sure you are 
saved or you will spend eternity 
with them. Two wrongs do not 
make a right. Because some man 
is a hypocrite, that will not save 


think ye of Christ?” 


Nor Is the Question, “What 
Think Ye of the Preacher?” 


Some people reject God’s salva- 
tion and neglect God’s service be- 
cause they do not like the 
preacher. Of course I don’t mean 
anyone reading this sermon! Per- 
haps the ‘preacher didn’t call on 
them; or he does not preach well 
enough; or his wife dresses too 
loudly, or perhaps not well enough; 
or he shouts when he preaches, 
or doe&n’t speak loud enough, 
Ask them why they are not living 
and working for God and they 
will start talking about’ the 
preacher. My friend, What think 
ye of Christ? Have you found 
any fault in Him? Has He ever 
slighted you? Has He ever for- 
gotten to be gracious? 


Others like the preacher. They 
admire his preaching; they are 
among his best listeners; they in- 
vite their friends to hear him; but 
alas they are unsaved. They do 
not know the preacher’s Saviour; 
they have not’ received’ the 
preacher’s Lord; they do not love 
Jesus Christ. Oh, my friends un- 
saved, you who enjoy reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, who en- 
joy the forthright sermons of Dr. 
Rice and the rest of us, I beseech 
you to look beyond the’ servant 
to his Master behind him; to 
listen less to my voice and more 
to His voice; to remember that the 
question is, “What think ye of 
Christ ?” 


Nor Is the Question, “What 
Think Ye of Yourself?” 


The majority of the unsaved 
think it is. Ask them concern- 


say, “I’m good enough: I don’t 
see that I need to be saved.” An- 
other says, “I’m too bad: I 
can’t be saved.” Another says, 
“I don’t feel I’m lost.” Still an- 
other says, “I haven’t done this 
and I haven’t done that. I’m not 
so bad.” You see, it is al] I, I, I 
—all self, all what: they think 
of themselves. : =. 

But let me repeat God’s ques- 
tion, ““‘What think ye of Christ?” 
The whole question is your atti- 
tude toward Christ. It is not 
whether you have sinned as griev- 
iously as some other man. God 
is not dealing with you on the 
sin question. You have sinned— 
there is no question about that. 
You have broken God’s com- 
mandments and you know that 
without my telling you. If God 
were dealing with you on. the sin 
question, you could not stang be- 
fore Him for one minute. But it 
is not the sin question; it is the 
Son question. Not, Why have 
you sinned? but, Why have you 
not accepted God’s remedy for 
sin? Not, Why: have you walked 
in darkness, and how great has 
been that darkness? but, Why 
have you not, received God’s Son 
as light? That is the question 
God is asking you now. And if 
you stand unsaveg at His judg- 
ment throne that is the question 
He will ask you then. “This is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light.” 
He that bélieveth not is  con- 
demned_ already.” Why? Be- 
cause he is a thief, or a liar, or 
a drunkard, or a murderer? No. 
Listen, ‘“‘Because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” 

Ang so this question brings us 
face to face with Jesus Christ. It 
goes further than wh&t we think 
of ourselves, or of Christians, or of 
the church, or even of God Him- 
self, It leads us back of all these 
until we stand confronting Jesus 
Christ. What think ye of Christ? 

But there is more even than 
that in the question. The whole 
question is, “What think ye of 
Christ, whose son is he?” In 
other words, the question involves 
the identity of Jesus Christ. F 
“It Is Not, “What Think Ye of 

Christ as a Good Man?” 

Mark you, He was a good man 
—the only good man who ever 
lived. He was a sinless man. His 
life was blameless and without the 
shadow of a stain upon it. Even 
His enemies had to admit that. 
Pilate, who sentenced Him to 
death, said, “I find no fault in 
this man.” Judas, who betrayed 


| Him, said, “I have ‘betrayed inno 


ing their salvation and one will 


cent blood.” The centurion, who 
was his executioner, said, ‘“Truly 
this was a righteous man.” | 

Yes, He was a good man, and 
there are plenty of peopl@ ready 
to admit that. Most of the infi- 
dels of history have admitted it. 
They have heaped compliments 
upon His head as the best man 
who ever lived. But the question 
is more than what we think of 
Christ as a good man. 


It Is Not, “What Think Ye of 
Christ as an Example?” 
God is not calling on Men to be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ as their pa- 
tern, so that by copying His life 
they might be saved. . As someone 
has said, “You may take the best: 
man you know; the man against 
whom his most intimate friends 
can fing not the slightest charge; 
the man who stands with all the 
shadows beneath his feet; who 
is so perfect his praise is in every 
mouth, and place that man along- 
side Jesus Christ and he shall be 
as unclean, as unwholesome and 
as*repellent as the black stream 


.of thick slime that runs its course 


in the foulest ditch.” No, God 
is not calling on men to believe 
in Christ as their example and to 
match their ‘ives with His perfect 
life that they might be saved. 
The question involves more than 
that: it involves the identity of 
Jesus Christ. It asks, “Whose 
son is he?” 


In other words, God is asking 
you, my reader, What think ye 
of Christ as God’s Son? Not do 
you believe in Him as being good, 
but do you believe in Him as be- 
ing God? Was He the son of 
Joseph, or was He the Son of God? 
He Himself claimed to be God. 
“T and the Father are one.’ “He 
that hath seen me, hath seen the 
Father.” The Son of God was 
therefore Goq the Son. Jesus 
Christ was God come to earth in 
the form of ou? humanity. 


And why did God so come? The 
answer is, God came down to 
earth to die. The purpose of the 
incarnation was the cross. For 
this cause Christ appeared— “‘to 
put away sin’ by the sacrifice of 
himself.” Jesus Christ is. God 
giving Himsetf to die as a sacri- 
fice for the sins of men. 

So now we see what the whole 
question really means, . It is, 
What think ye of Christ dying 
on the cross? Not what ye think 
of Christ as a teacher, or as a 
prophet, or as the best man who 
ever lived; but, What think ye of 
God’s Son dying on the cross? 
This is the message of the Gospel, 
this is the mission of the church, 
to tell men about Jesus of Naza- 
reth and then to ask, What think 
ye of God’s crucified Son? “I 
determined to. know nothing 
among you,” said Paul, “save 
Jesus Christ and him criucified.” 

And that brings us to the cross. 
The roots of this question strike 
deep into the blood-red soil of 
Calvary. Now we stand face to 
face with Christ on the cross. 


See from His head, His hands, 
His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled 
down. 

Did e’er such love and sorrow 

' meet? 

Or thorns compose so rich a 

crown ? 


Are’ you ready now for _ the 
question? It is this: What think 
ye of Christ, the Son of God 
hanging on that cross? Only two 
attitudes are possible. The death 
of Christ was either a God- 
ordained sacrifice for sin or simply 
a cruel and cold-blooded murder. 
If you claim that death as a 
sacrifice, God will accept it as His 
own and only-ordained offering for 
your sin. If you refuse so to 
claim it, you become a rejecter of 
Jesus Christ, you take sides with 
those who put Him to death, you 
justify the act of those who slew 
Him, your unbelief makes you 
partners with them in the cruci- 
fixion, you thus become particeps 
criminis, you are guilty of murder 
in the sight of God. 

But mark the nature of that 
murder. If a man slays his father, 
we call that fratricide: If a man 
slays his mother, we call that 
matricide: if a man slays him- 
self, we call that suicide: but 
when a man rejects Jesus Christ, 
he becomes guilty of the death 
of Christ, guilty of the murder of 
God, and that is deicide! ~~ 

The murder of God! Think of it! 
How is it rn ‘The answer 


Giving 


(Continued from Page 2) 


use it all for Your’ glory. This 
is a token of rent, or a token of 
interest on Your money, or an 
acknowledgment of Your owner- 
ship of me and all that I have!” 

Should a Christian be content 
with giving exactly a tithe? By 
no means! Remember that in 
Malachi 3:8, £ the Lord said to 
Israel: “Will a man rob God? 
Yet ye have robbed me. But ye 
\say, Wherein have we _ robbed 
thee? “In tithes and offerings. 
Ye are cursed with a curse: for 
ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation.” Those who did not bring 
God the tithe robbed Him; and 
those who did not bring offerings 
also robbed God. You see, God 
has a right to more than the exact 
one-tenth. 

Tithing should not be a matter 
of bondage. It is a matter of 
grace and not law. That means 
that a Christian ought to give 
cheerfully and lovingly, more and 
more as God provides and makes 
it possible and as the urgency of 
the Lord’s ‘business and of getting 
out the gospel is felt in his heart. 

I remember that I once carefully 
sought to give God exactly one 
penny out of every dime, one dime 
out of every dollar; and I kept 
books on it. But one day I felt 
ashamed that I was so strictly 
watching God as if I feared He 
would get more than He deserved. 
I threw away my account book 
and adopted the simpler plan of 
taking out the Lord’s part once 
every week, or whenever the 
money came in. And my dear 
wife and I set out to give God at 
that time about twenty per cent, 
or more, and since that time. He 
has helped us to be very, very 
happy in our giving. It has never 
been a burden, but a joy, and 
sometimes we gave literally all 
that came in beside the bearest 
necessities. 


4. Here Is a_ Christian’s 
Promise of Material Pros- 
perity and Daily 

Provision» _-~ , 

In this little book I have been 
trying to lay on your heart ways 
to be happy Christians, principles 
upon which you will be soul win- 
ners, will have your prayers an- 
swered, will have daily victory 
over sin and will be spiritually 


prosperous. I know there is great 
spiritual prosperity, great spiritual] 
growth in grace in the matter of 
regular, liberal, conscientious and 
faithful giving to God’s cause, 
But on this matter a Christian has 
a promise of more than spiritual 
blessing; he is promised material 
blessings, too. 


Somebody says, “One should not 
give in order to be prospered.” 
Well, perhaps that is not the high- 
est motive for giving. One should 
love the Lord and be glad to do 
whatever He says. But the Bible 
gives this as a motive for giving! 


| Again and again the Bible makes 


the plain offer and promise that 
one who gives according to the 
plan outlined in the Bible will find 
his: needs met and he will be 
blessed. : 


Consider the following great 
promise: 

“Bring ye aJjl the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open .you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” 
—Mal. 3:10. 

This blessed promise is that ma- 
terial prosperity would come be- 
cause Jews brought the tithes into 
the storehouse, It is material 
prosperity God speaks about here, 
for the next verse plainly says, 
“I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes, and he shall not 
destroy the fruits of your ground; 
neither shall your vine cast her 
fruit before the time in the field, 
saith the Lord of hosts’ (Mal.. 
3:11). 

The New Testament equally has 
explicit promises. In Luke 6:38 
Jesus said: | 

“Give, and it shall be given un- 
to you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into 
your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it 
shal] be measured to you again.” 
‘ One cannot avoid the © plain 
meaning here. According to the 


|way a Christian gives, it is given 


to him. God sees that men will 
supply his needs as he gives. The 
way one receives is in proportion 
to the way one gives. Every 

(Continued on Page 5) 


is that Jesus Christ was and is 
God. He was put to death by 
unbelieving men. If men accept 
that death as an offering for their 
sins, they shall be saved. If they 
reject the death of Christ as their 
sin-offering, their unbelief links 
them with the murderers of God’s 
Son, they share the guilt of those 
who slew Him. There is no avoid- 
ing that issue. It is God’s word 
and it is with Him we have to do. 
Every man reading this message 
is either for or against the Son 
of God. “He that is not with 
me,” said Christ, “is against me.” 


My friend, you are confronted 
now—-this very moment—with the 
Son of God Himself. He is now 
asking you, “What think ye of 
Me as God’s crucified Son? Are 
you friend or foe? Are you for 
or against Me? Are you an ally 
or an enemy?” Oh, may God help 
you to answer this question 
faright! May God help you, dear 
reader, to rise up from your sin 
and take your stand on the side 
of Christ and the cross. “To as 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons 
of God.” Who among jou read- 
ing this message will right now 
receive as Saviour this crucified 
and risen Son of God? | 


My Decision for Christ 


You have read Brother Lin- 
ton’s blessed and challenging ser- 
mon, “What Think Ye of Christ?” 
Now will you make your decision 
for Him, once ang for all? If 
so, we want to hear from, you. 
If you will honestly, here and 
now take Christ as your own 
Saviour, trust Him for forgive- 
ness and set out to live for Him, 
will you please sign the decision 
form below? Then copy it in a 
letter or card and mail it to us. 
I will tell Brother Linton of your 
decision and he and I will rejoice 
together. And I will send you a 
letter of counsel and encourage- 
ment in the Christian life. If 
you will decide Tight now, sign 


I We will send pos 


Ameri, fact ; : “ 
toy gg 4 web hoe fs 3K Daan 
u et De : Pa SS i rah ad St 
PY 2 t shai a”, ie? Dia 
i 5 RB ERE) os ye = Ait eaahila: ¥ 


the decision, and then let us know! 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Brother Linton’s 
sermon, “What Think Ye of 
Christ?” With all my heart I 
here and now turn from my sin 
and accept Him as my Saviour. I 
trust Him to forgive my sins- and 
save my soul. I give Him my 
heart. I will claim Him as my 
Saviour and try to live for Him. 
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Giving 
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_Christian can trust the word of the 


Lord Jesus Christ about that. 

Again, in 11 Corinthians 9:6-8, 
Paul the apostle by divine inspira- 
tion writes to the church at 
Corinth: 

“But this I say, ‘He which sow- 
eth psparingly shall reap “also 
sparingly; and he which soweth 
pountifully shall reap also bounti- 
fully. Every man according as he 
purposeth in‘his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of neces- 
sity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you; that 
ye, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every 
good work.” | 


Do you see the argument that 
God gives us here? * The chapter 
starts with an explanation that 
Paul is talking about the offering 
for the saints at Jerusalem. And 
now he is sending others to col- 
lect the bounty of these saints 
at Corinth, and says, “He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also boun- 
tifully.”” When one gives to God 
he is sowing. He will reap ac- 
cording to the way he sows! If 
he gives liberally, he will be pros- 
pered liberally. If he gives sting- 
ily, or sparingly, he will be pros- 
pered less. So is the clear state- 
ment of the Word of God. 

To be sure, God wants the giv- 
ing to come from the heart. He 
says, “Every man according as 
he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver.” 

Oh, I would like to be so cheer- 
ful, so trusting, so joyful in my 
giving that the dear Lord would 
love me more because of my 
cheery and happy giving! | 

And verse 8 tells us frankly 
that God is able to supply all suf- 
ficiency in all things, and we 
ought to give with that in .mind. 

Oh, how many times I have 
proved for myself that.when I 
put God first in. money matters 
I wish I 
could.tell you a hundred incidents 
te -prove from my daily .experi- 
ences that God cares.for those 
who trust Him and put Him first 
in their giving. 

I remember that in 1926 I gave 
up the pastorate of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Shamrock, ,Texas. 
I felt clearly led of God to go in- 
to the work of an evangelist. We 
had a new church building, a new 
pastor’s home; the church had 
doubled in membership in two 
years. The Lord had wonderfully 
blessed ang the people pleaded 
with me to remain. But I felt the 
urge and burning in my soul to go 
out into wider fields of soul win- 
ning in revival campaigns. So 
Mrs. Rice and I talked and pray- 
ed about the matter. We decided 
to give up our $10,000 life insur- 


. ance which I had taken out with 


the goyernment when I was a 
soldier in World War I. We de- 
cided not to have a regular sal- 
ary from that time forth. I do 
not think insurance is necessarily 
wrong. Each one will have to 
decide that for himself. God sim- 
ply showed me that if I would 
trust Him wholly on this matter 
He would provide. I do not think 
that for a pastor to have a salary 
is wrong, although when I was 
pastor later I diq not take a sal- 
ary. God simply showed me that 
the more I would trust Him on 
this matter, the better He would 
take care of me. So we went out 
by faith. I had_a holy covenant 
with God. “Lord,” I said, “Til 
take care of Your business, and 
You take care of mine!” Oh, how 
well God has cared for my busi- 
ness! I only wish I had cared for 
His business one-half as well! 
Raising a big family of girls, 
paying for music lessons, paying 
college tuition, paying thousands 
of dollars for radio time, paying 
for the publication of books and 
pamphlets by the million, paying 


_ the deficit on the weekly paper, 
"THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


year after year—how well I had 
a chance to try God out and to see 


if He would give as I gave, if 


when I sowed bountifully I would 
reap: bountifully. And I found it 


works! 
Lay “Dear. Christian, iain ieee 


‘Testament ceremonial 


beat God at giving! The more 
you give from an honest, loving, 
trusting heart, the more God will 
see that you are prospered even 
in daily provision and in finan- 
cial matters. So this is certainly 
an important principle upon which 
a Christian should build his life 
if he hopes to be a happy Chris- 
tian, a successful Christian; if he 
hopes to have his prayers answer- 
ed and to have his daily needs 
provided. God’s people do not 
neeq to be helpless nor left or- 
phans and unprovideg for. 
seek first the kingdom of God 
and sow bountifully, you will reap 
bountifully even in material 
things. God’s promises say so 
and millions of Christians who 
have tried it prove the point! 


o. Some Suggestions About 


How to Give 

I believe that the following sug- 
gestions will help a young .Chris- 
tian to get started to giving in 
a way that will please God. 

First, it seems to me wisest for 
most Christians to simply take 
out the Lord’s part of the income 
each week. That is the plan giv- 
en in I Corinthians 16:2, “Upon 
the first day of the week let every 


one of you lay by him in store, as 


God has prospered .. .” 

For those who get paid by the 
day or by the week, certainly this 
is the ideal plan. You may take 
the tithe and any freewill offer- 
ings you feel led to give out of 
the income and put in a safe place 
to be given later for the Lord. 
Some people like to give the full 
tithe every Sunday, and that is 
all right, though the Scripture 
does not command that the money 
all be given at one time. The 
command is simply to “lay by him 
in store.” One should put the 
Lord’s money in a separate place. 
It may be put in a separate bank 
account, or put in a safe place 


‘about the home, or it may be all 


given at once; but the Lord’s part 


should be taken out once a week 


where the income is daily or 


‘weekly. 


Let me earnestly suggest that 
every Christian take the Lord’s 
part out first. God should be 
first in our plans. In the Old 
law God 
required that “the firstling of the 
flock” should be given to Him. 
The prophet Elijah, in a terrible 
time of drought, was fed by a 
widow of Zarephath. She had only 
a handful of meal in a barrel and 
a little oil in a cruse, and was 
gathering two sticks to make a 
fire and cook her last little piti- 
ful cake before she and her son 
died. But Elijah said, “Fear not; 
go and do as thou hast said: but 
make me thereof a little cake 
first, and bring it unto me, and 
after make for thee ang for thy 
son. For thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the 
cruse of oil fail, until the day 
that the Lord sendeth rain upon 
the earth” (I Kings 17:13, 14). 
And as certain as God’s promise, 
so certain was His doing. The 


'widow made first a little cake for 


the prophet of God and God then 
increased the meal and oil enough 
to feed-her and her son until the 
famine was over! Oh, take the 
Lord’s part out first as a token 
of your’ full surrender and your 
faith, because you really want to 
put God first in your heart. 

Do you rua a business? Do 
you own a store or a laundry or 
farm or manufacturing plant? If 
you take for yourself a regular 
salary, you would simply tithe the 
salary. Otherwise, you would not 
tithe the total gross income, but 
only the income after supplies 
were paid for, after the rent was 
paid and other expenses necessary 
in running the business. Of course 
I do not mean you should deduct 
your own personal expenses or 
your family’s expenses. One who 
owns a grocery store, for example, 
would first pay for the groceries 
bought and pay rent on the build- 
ing, taxes and upkeep-on the build- 
ing, and pay his store help, heat, 
lights and gas; and then out of 
the money left, net profit, he 
would give tithes and offerings. 

Perhaps one on a farm would 
wonder whether to tithe all the 
increase on the farm or to take out 
the money spent for actual farm- 
ing operations, the: money for 


If you. 


seed, the feed bought for cattle, 


etc. It seems to-have been the 
custom among the Jews to give 
tithes of all the increase of the 
land. If one desires to first pay 
for the seed used, the feed bought, 
machinery bought, and hired labor, 
that would be all right; but in that 
case one would need to charge 
himself so much rent, charge him- 
self for garden vegetables, eggs, 
pork and other provisions which 
were supplied him by the farm. 
It is much simpler for a farmer 
living on a home farm to simply 
give a tenth of all the crops, a 
tenth of cattle, a tenth -of the 
chickens, eggs, etc. What he might 
spend for seed or feed or machin- 
ery would thus be overbalanced by 
his own free rent and for much of 
the food he would get from the 
farm on which he would not other- 
Wise pay a tithe. 


Shall a Christian give 
tithes througn his local 
treasury and allow’ the 
board to decide how the money 
shall be spent? Usually not, I 
should think. Remember that the 
Scripture says, “All the tithes . 
is the Lord’s” .It does not say, 
“All the tithe is the church’s.” 
The tithe does not belong to the 
pastor, does not belong to the 
church, does not belong to the de- 
nominational headquarters. The 
tithe belongs to the Lord. And 
you are the Lord’s steward, which 
means that when God-puts money 
in your hand, you must account to 
God for the way it is useq and 
where your gifts go. 


~- 


all his 
church 
church 


Usually it is certainly right for 
a Christian to give money through 
the local church. Every church 
member properly feels a burden 
to help support his own pastor, to 
help take care of the house of 
God, to support the missionary 
program of the church. If one is 
a member of a church where he 
cannot honestly put his money, it 
it doubtful whether he ought to 
put his influence and his presence 
there. I think every Christian who 
is: in a Bible-believing church 
should have a regular, definite 
part in the church’s financial pro- 
gram and should @o it cheerfully 
and, as far as possible, 
pleaSing to the church leaders. 

However, it is clearly implied in 
the Bible that the Christian him- 
self must decide where he gives 
and how he gives, “every man as 
he purposeth in his heart”. For 
example, in I Corinthians 16:2 
Paul. expressly commanded that 
each Christian should lay aside a 
proportionate part of his income 
and keep it until Paul should come 
to take it with him for-the poor 
saints at Jerusalem. In that case 
there is no evidence that the 
money.necessarily go through the 
church treasury at all. The in- 
dividual Christian would save up 
the money and turn it over to 
Paul. Possibly they all brought 
it and put it in a common fund, 
and the church may have turned 
it all over to Paul together. That 
we do not know. But the Scrip- 
ture mentioned certainly does not 
teach that all the money has to 


go through the local church 
treasury. 
»Malachi 3:10 says, “Bring ye 


all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in’ mine 
house. . .” The storehouse there 
mentioned was the temple in the 
Old Testament. The work to be 
supported for the whole nation 
was the support of the priests and 
Levites at the temple. In that 
case. the tithes were all to be 
brought to Jerusalem. But the 
New Testament does not teach 
that the church treasury takes the 
place of the temple treasury. 
Many of the finest soul-winning 
works go on without the official 
backing of denominations. Dr. 
Charles ‘E. Fuller, Dr. Walter 
Maier, and other great radio. 
preachers carry on their work at 
tremendous cost, supported by 
Bible-believing Christians. I be- 
lieve God has blessed these works 
and wants them to continue. Very 
little of the cfferings to support 
these works come in through 
church treasuries. The great faith 
missions, such as the China In- 
land Mission, the Sudan Interior 
Mission, the Central American 
Mission, the Scandinavian Mission, 
receive their support largely out- 
side of denominational head- 
quarters and local church treas- 
uries, as I understand it. I be- 
lieve God warits these works to 


‘continue. and wants them: sup-’ 


-/in all your possessions. 


for Letter Month! 
in ways. 


ported by people who 
Jesus’ name. 

And that leads me to say that 
giving without praying and with- 
out earnest consideration could not 
please God. Ask the Lord what 
He wants you to do with His 
money! Pray definitely that God 
wil] use it to win souls. Pray that 
He will help you to give more for 
His glory! 

And of course the tithe must be 


give in 


used to honor Jesus Christ. It is 
His money, not yours. It must 
be used to Hise glory. And we 


know the thing closest to His 
heart is the saving of sinners. 
So set out to be a happy, prosper- 
ous Christian by putting God first 
And how 
wonderfully he will prove Him- 
self to you! 


——<—a 


The above is chapted VI in the 
big book of 64 pages given ab- 
solutely free to those who write 
us during letter month and re- 
quest it. The pook is, “Seven 
Secrets of a Happy, Prosperous 
Christian Life.” It tells how you 
can be happy all the time, how 
you can know you are saved, how 


to have daily victory over sin, 
how to get your prayers answered, 
how to be assured of God’s pro- 
vision for your needs and how to 
win souls. To help get out the 
gospel and to celebrate our letter 
month at the Sword of the Lord 
(letter month ends April 13) we 
are offering one of these books 
absolutely free to each one who 
writes for it. Please ask for 
only one copy. Do not send names 
of other people to receive free 
books, since we cannot afford 
that. If you want extra copies, 
buy them at 25c each. 


Every young convert, every 
wavering, immature,’ defeated 
Christian ought to have this book. 
Pastors should put it in the hands 
of ypung church members; every 
home should have one. 

We are spending hundreds of 
dollars printing and mailing these 
books. If possible, send a sub- 
scription, or an order for books, 
Or an offering for our daily radio 
program, or for our Free Litera- 
ture Fund. Help us get the gospel 
out. Write today for your copy 
of “Seven Secrets of a Happy, 
Prosperous Christian Life.” 


Last Chance to Get 
These Greeting 


Cards Free! 
By GRACE JEAN RICE 


ll 


. « « Ninety-six, ninety-seven, 
ninety-eight, ninety-nine, ONE 
HUNDRED. Here I come! _ All 
ain’t ready, Holler ‘T!’” 

This game of Letter Month is 
just about over, and if you aren't 
ready—well, instead of hollering 
“I,” we suggest that you get in 
your order, but immediately! Be- 
cause next Wednesday, “ready or 
not,” Letter Month will be over 
and no more of these wonderful 
bargains will be -available! You'll 
be “it” for sure if you miss out 
on the grand offers we have made 
So don’t let 
it slip up on you. Make out that 
order! Look at the check list on 
page 8, look up the names of 
friends you’ve intended to send 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
for so long, and then pick out 
which of the free offers you want 
to take advantage of. Of course 
you want the 64-page booklet, 
which will sell for 35c after April 
13, so ask for it.. If you get what 
you want, your order will surely 
add up to more than $5.00, so 
you can get this wonderful box 
of greeting cards free. And you 
must not miss this opportunity 
to get THE HOME: Courtship. 


Marriage and Children. Dr. Rice’: 


aie in 


big 381-page book (regularly 
$2.50) for only $2.00. So don't let 
April 13 find you unprepared— 
GET THAT ORDER OFF! 


Cards Still Available 


We still have on hand a plenti- 
ful supply, and you can order 
these lovely cards later at $1.00 
a box. Surely every reader of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
ought to have one of these boxes 
of 14 beautiful assorted cards— 
birthday cards, get well cards, 
congratulations, etc. But why 
buy them when you can get them 
free with a $5.00 order! 


They are too pretty to be ade- 
quately described. Each one has 
metallic paper, or satin ribbon, 


-or a speciallv-cut inset, or striking 


embossing or some expensive ad- 
dition to regular cards. The col- 
ors are really extraordinary and 


the designs expert, well balanced 


and beautiful. The verses are 
sincere and straight-forward and 
say just what YOU want to” say. 


The offer ends April 13. But 
if your letter is postmarked be- 
fore midnight, Wednesday, April 
13, you may have this lovely box 
of greeting cards absolutely free 
with a $5.00 order from Sword of 
the Lord Publishers! Be sure to 
state that you want the cards, 
when you send your order. Don’t 
miss out on this final opportunity. 
Act at once! 


PLEASE MENTION. 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


When Answering Advertisements 


3 BOOKS FOR EASTER READING 


é 


Divine Lord and 


Saviour 
by Albertus Pieters 
discussed and 
word in religion, ‘“‘salvation’’. 
skill of a spiritual scientist, 


spires the believer, chal- 
lenges the doubter ...... 


How Rich the Harvest 


A series of glowing short essays 
on Bible Themes, and Missions. 
Covering a vast field, the author 
writes of the great’ fundamentals 
of life and sets candles glowing in 
the readers heart. A book you will 
want to read 

ANA re-read ..ccccocccece PLOO 


Our Inheritance of Salvation 
By C. Gordon Brownville 
The readers are the jury in this analogy between civil and di- 
“vine law. Documentary proof is taken from the Scriptures to 


show that all men are entitled to the inheritance of 
Eternal Life, provided they fulfil] the Law of God ..... 


-Examines mercilessly. the most 
least understood 
Dr. 
Pieters builds his case with the 
m- 


$2.00 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
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Evangelist J. Oscar Wells Joins 


Sword Extension Staff 


Successful Missionary, Proven Evangelist, Greatly-Respected 


Soul Winner, College and Seminary Graduate, Now 
Available for Revival Campaigns 


In connection with thig article | 
you will see a picture of Evangel- 
ist J. Oscar Wells. My brother, 
Bill, and I, after a good deal of 
prayer, and after most thorough 
investigation, have invited Rev. J. 
Oscar Wells to be on the extension 
ataff of THE SWORD OF THE 


LORD. He will do the work of 
an evangelist. Bill and I both 
feel that he will be unusually ac- 
ceptable ang will be richly» used | 


ef God to the saving of many | ‘ 


souls and to the reviving of; ; 
Christian “people wherever he) : 
preaches. 


Brother Wells, though unknown | Be 
to many of our readers, has had) g 


successful career for a. 
He is a graduate of | 
West Texas Technological Col-| 
lege at Lubbock, Texas; has a) 


seminary degree from Calvin Sem-| 


a most 


inary at Grand Rapids, Michigan.|in China in connection with the 


By EDITOR JOHN R. RICE 
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Rev. Oscar Wells 


Boece | yearg. 


stating things. 
“Sincerely yours, 
“Roger W. Howes, 
“Secretary, C.: I. M.” 


Brother E. F. Buffum, 


writes as follows: 
“Dear Brother in Christ: 


Malone of Pontiac. We 
God for the wonderful results. 


of personal interest 


from China. I have known Broth 


a man so well educated and qual 


lost men. 


God, if 


He is experienced 
having lead many revival meet 


church which he paStored in Al 
pine, Michigan, -vas the source o 
constant revival and a real bless 


churches. 


“IT am _ expecting, to. 
Brother Wells in my church, Firs 


He was used of God in the saving CIM. Our brother was especially| Baptist Church of Lyons, Michi 


of many hundreds of students in 
several schools, the conversion of | 
many of Generalissimo 

Kai-shek’s bodyguard. He 


Chiang | 
had | 


ate before going to China. 
has had a number of revival cam- 
paigns with from fity to a hun- 
dred professions of faith in single 
church meetings. He is sound in) 
doctrine, holding earnestly to the’ 
game position as that held by 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
He is an earnest believer in all 
the great fundamentals of the 
faith; he preaches in the power 
of he ‘Holy Spirit; he is a hard 
worker; is bold, yet tendert, zeal- 
ous but sensible and levelheaded. 


Evangelist J. Oscar Wells 

We are pleased at the fine let- 
ters. from Christian brethren who 
have written us commending 
Brother Wells. Although Brother 
Wells is a Southern Baptist, he 
has many friends among other 
Bible-believing Christians. 

Rev. Roger W. Howes, secre- 
tary of the China Inland Mission, 


writes such a sensible and infor- | 


mative letter that I would pee 


to quote it entirely. 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“I just had a line from Oscar 
Wells. He says that you want to 
help him get meetings here in the 
United States and that you would 
like me to write an article about 
him for your paper. I believe 
when he saw you he was on his 
way to holq some meetings in 
central Pennsylvania in a place 
called Nisbett. I hope while he 
is here in the State we shall get 
to see him. _ 

“I first met Oscar Wells in 
Shanghai: a year or so. before 
Pearl Harbor. He was at that 
time connected with a Baptist 
work in that city. Later on, 
after his marriage to Myrtle Hui- 
zenga, daughter of the late Dr. 
Lee S. Huizenga, we were interned 
by the Japanese in the same 
camp. Fortunately the Wells 
family were included in the list 
of repatriates after about six 
months in the camp and teturned 
to this country at the end of 1943. 
He took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to get additional training, 
securing his Th.B. degree at Cal- 
vin Seminary in Grand Rapids. 
Before going to China the first 
time, he had beeh granted a B.A. 
degree at Texas Tech. When the 
Wells family came home from 
China they had one child. Two 
more children were born in this 
country. In the spring of 1947 
they applied to the China Inland 
Mission and were accepted and 
went to China that fall. After 
only a few months out there, 
their second child developed tu- 
berculosis. They were’ immedi- 


area where it was hoped that the 
situation might improve but after 
a few months it rather grew worse 
and the doctors insisted on the 
family coming home for the sake 
ef the child. The Lord used Mr. 
and Mrs. Wells during the ap- 


number of Generalissimo Chiang 

At the 
re bs 

remarkable success in one pastor-| time the decision was made that 


Kai-shek’s body guard. 


eral schools in the city of Nan- 
We feel that their com- 
ing home has been a distinct los? 
to. the work in China but we trust 
that the Lord will bless them to 


chang. 


His church in this land. 


“Dr. Rice, you are at liberty to 
written 
I am not in favor of flow- 
ery and flattering speeches or|timonial for Rev. 
articles about the Lord’s people, 
believing it to be much better to| years. 
state things conservatively leav- 
ig room for people to be pleas- 
antly surprised when they find the 
whole truth than to prepare. the 


use anything I have 


above. 


‘used in the conversion of quite a/| gan, in the first week in May. 


could be. of help 


Christ if you would 
fact known.” 


Pastor E. F. Buffum 
Lyons, Michigan 


Rev. Richard F. 


Wells. 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 
“I am happy to write 


way for disappointment by over- 


First 
Baptist Church, Lyons, Michigan, 


“Have just read the account of 
your meetings with Brother Tom 
praise 


“IT am writing to you because 
in Brother 
Oscar Wells, returned missionary 


er Wells for the space of five 
It is seldom that one finds 


ified to speak that also has a 
burning passion for the souls of 
It would be a real joy 
and I believe pleasing to Almighty 
Brother Wells could be 
encouraged to enter the field of 
evangelism on a full-time basis. 
in the field, 


ings and I might say that his 


f 


ing to the fellowship of other 


have 


t 


I 


am sure if other churches were 
aware of his availability due to 
his forced return because of ill- 
| ness in family, they would want 
He | the family must return to the|to engage him also. 
United States, Mr. Wells was be- 


ing used among students in sev- 


Perhaps you 
to him and a 
furtherance of the church of Jesus 
make this 


Barram _ of 
Belding, Michigan, writes a fine 
word ahout Evangelist J. Oscar 
We are glaq to publish it. 


a tes- 
Oscar Wells, 
whom I have known for over four 
We were fellow pastors 
in the same Association, fellow 
students in the same Semigary, 
and while he was doing mission- 
ary service in China, we corre- 


easy to work with. 
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This lovely 64-page book absolutely free to every- 
one who writes for it during letter month. Be sure to 


get your request in the mail not later than April 13, clos- 


ing date of letter month. 


Please do not ask for more 


than one free copy. Other copies may be purchased at 


35c¢ each, 


. Write today for your free book. Address Sword of 


proximately one year they were 


the Lord Publishers, 214 West Wesley | Street, Wheaton, 


Therefore, I feel I can 
with measure of 
authority about his qualifications 
as an evangelist. 


“In the first place, Brother 
Wells has manifested a _ consist- 
ent and consuming passion for 
souls; and, both through preach- 
ing and personal work the Holy 
Spirit has used him to bring many 
to Christ. He neither spares him- 
self, nor does he waste time and 
energy by dividing his interests. 
His life bears testimony that he 
believes Christ died to save sin- 
ners, and that his task is to bring 
the message of divine love to the 
lost in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He abandons himself to 
the Lord and to the work, and 
now that God has recalled him 
from China due to the serious 
illness of one of his children, I 
rejoice that he is being led into 
evangelism here. 


sponded. 


write some 


“Furthermore, Brother Wells is 
He possesses 
a sWeet spirit, is gentle and hum- 
ble. It speaks for itself that the 
church he pastored near Grand 
Rapids is soon to have him back 
for the second campaign since he 
resigned a couple of years ago. At 
the same time he presents the 
truth of God in simplicity, with- 
out fear or favor. And, backing 
him with her pravers at home, 
there is his wife, the daughter of 
a missionary doctor who gave his 
life for China. 


“The church or churches Broth- 
er Wells is called to serve will 
find that he-is God’s man: raised 
in Texas; traineq in the South, 
in the North and in China: ex- 
perienced as an evangelist, a pas- 
tor, a missionary; filled with the 
Spirit. 

‘Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 
“Rev. Richafd F. Barram” 


ter from the supérintendent of the 


I have also a most kindly ee, 


Sunday School at Alpine, Michi- 
gan, where Brother Wells did a 
remarkable work. “The letter tells 
how the church was led to regular 
times of prayer for revival, to 
systematic visiting and personal 
work, how many people were sav- 
ed as a result. The church has 
had Evangelist Wells back for 
two campaigns since he resigned 
the ‘pastorate to go to China, 


It is understood, of course, 
that Evangelist J. Oscar Wells 
sets no price on his service. He 
will be glad to go in revival serv- 
ices in faith, trusting’ God and 
the brethren to see that his ex- 
penses are paid and that a love 
offering is taken to care for him 
and his family. We are glad to 
have him on the extension staff 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


As Dr. Wells has time between 
revivals campaigns he will repre- 
sent THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, willg show our sermon 
films, etc. But he.ought to be 
kept busy in revival campaigns, 
and we believe he will be. 

We have a number of other 
commendations but cannot print 
now. Let pastors who would like 
to have Brother J. Oscar Wells in 
revival campaigns write to him at 
Route 6, Lubbock, Texas, or in 
care of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. ' 
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The Mclntire Articles 


(Continued from Page 1) 


mains true that honest men who 
have just must '—ibe 
heard. Whatever else can be said 
for Mr. McIntire, it surely is true 


that he loves the Word of God 
and defends it. It is unfortun- 
ately true that Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, that Bishop Bromley G. 
Oxnam, Bishop McConnell and 
many others who lead in the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. are 
really infidels. They say very 
frankly, as Fosdick did in his 
sermon, “The Peril of Worship- 
ping Jesus” in the book, The Hope 
of the World, that Jesus is not 
to be worshipped at all; that He 
is divine in no sense other than 
that Fosdick’s mother was divine. 
They say, as did Oxnam in a St. 
Louis address, that the God of the 
Old Testament was “a dirty bul- 
ly.” They scoff at the integrity 
of the Bible, at the deity of 
Christ, at salvation through the 
atoning blood. In my judgment, 
no sincere Christian: can be indif- 
ferent, in the face of such blatant 
and wicked treason to historic 
Christianity. I am against that 
kind of infidelity in the church. 
It is not Christianity . For any 
man to take orthodox ordination 
vows and then perjure himself by 
teaching such infidelity is inex- 
cusably unchristian and immoral, 
in my humble judgment. Men 
who do not keep their vows are 
not honest men, are not good 
Christian men. 

Mr. McIntire is against that kind 
of moral insincerity and double 
dealing, and so am I. What.Mr. 
McIntire is saying on this mat- 
ter needs to be said, and I am for 
him saying it and frankly and 
honestly back him up in a neces- 
sary protest. 


It is unfortunately true that 


grievance 


School literature is leftist, pink, 
and anti-American. And inform- 
ed people agree, and I think 
Methodist leaders would not deny 
it, that they do not believe in 
our free enterprise system, but 
believe in a controlled economy, 
influenced by the theories of Karl 


| Marx. That does not mean that 


Dr. EB. Stanley Jones favors Rus- 


much of the Methodist Sunday | 


sia natiorfilly as against America. | 


But he has occasionally in print 
favored collectivism ang men- 


tioned the example of Russia in’ 


this matter favorably. I think 
Dr., E. Stanley Jones is a good 
man, a lover of Christ, but defi- 
nitely a compromiser and a 
fuzzy-thinking companion of un- 
believers. 


I should be grieved to lose you 
as a reader of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. The 45,000 sub- 
scribers include several thousand 
of the choicest ministers in Amer- 
ica, and I want you among -them. 
I should be pleaseg to have your 
counsel. But I dare not turn my 
back on friends of the gospel, 
friends of the Bible, friends of 
Christ, in order to have the 
friendship of anybody else. .I be- 
lieve that you who love the Lord 
Jesus and, I trust, believe the Bi- 
ble and trust in the blood of 
Christ for salvation, ought to be 


tolerant toward others who are” 


glad to suffer for this holy faith. 

I am, I think, fairly well ac- 
quainteq with the positions of 
principal leaders of the Federal 
Council of Churches. As an edi- 
tor, author, teacher and evangel- 
ist for many years, I have had 
occasion to go into this ost 
carefully. I know the dangers 
of unitarianism, modern infidel- 
ity, and I must be true to Christ 
when His deity is attacked and 
His Word is ridiculed. 

So, while I do not go as far as 
Mr. McIntire in breaking fellow- 
ship with godly Christian people 
who have not left the major de- 
nominations, yet I believe the 
Same gospel he believes and op- 
pose the infidelity of principal 
leaders of the Federal Council of 
Churches for the same _ reason 
that Mr. McIntire does. There- 
fore, I asked permission te run 
his series of articles in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 

Again let me thank you for 
your courteous and frank letter. 
I should be very happy to have 
word from you again ang if in 
brotherly tolerance yoy will con- 
tinue to receive THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and read ‘it and coun- 
sel with me about any matter as 
you feel led of God, I shall be 
deeply grateful. 

Yours in Jesus’ name, 
JOHN R. RICE. 


F: 


ey 


| 
Friday, April 8, 1949 
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With 
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Reports FromAmericas Outstanding Soul Winner's 


reli dts 


, By the Editor 


Evangelist Eddie Wagner Re- 
ports Fine Revivals in Ar- 
tesia, New Mexico; Holly- 
dale, California; and 
Bell Gardens, Cali- 
fornia. 


We are happy to have a brother- 
y letter from Evangelist Eddie 
Wagner of 3215 West 12th Street, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. Again and 
again pastors have written in 
praise of the fine, earnest, Spirit- 
filled preaching of Brother Wag- 
ner and he is a genuine soul win- 
ner, sound in doctrine, true in 
heart. 


“Brother Wagner sends the fol- 
lowing repor:: 
‘Dear Dr. Rice: 

“I have just completed three 
wonderful meetings here on the 
Coast, and the Holy Spirit has 
worked wonders. 


“The first was in the Carson 
Avenue Brethren Church of Ar- 
tesia, Rev. Robt. Dell, pastor. 
Even though the church is small, 
the Lord worked in a wonderful 
way. There were 44 saved, and 
10 definite rededications. Chris- 
tians were stirred to greater 
service. Those saved included a 
young Catholic girl, about sixteen 
years old. She was attending a 
Catholic school at the time of the 
revival, but the Lord spoke to her 
heart. She was’ given some 
literature written by a former 
Catholic and the Lord convicted 
her. She could hardly sleep for 
a whole night and'a day. One 
Sunday night during our revival 
she was gloriously saved. Later 
on she was asked to bring a re- 
ligious’ book to her school, and 
when she took Fox’s Book of 
Martyrs the Nun told her that 
Catholics were not supposed to 
~ read that kind of books. She told 
the Nun that she was no longer a 
Catholic. The Priest called her in 
and took her New Testament 
away from her. That was the 
last straw. She withdrew from 
the Catholic school and is now 
witnessing for the Lord in 
another school. z 


“The second meeting was held 
from Jan. 30th through Feb. 13th 
in the Trinity Bible Church of 
Hollydale, California, where Rev. 
Ray Harris is doing a fine job. 
In this meeting there were 23 
Saved and a number of rededica- 
tions. Those saved in this meet- 
ing included a man and his wife 


Who had lived a terrible life of 
Sin and shame. One night they 
left mad because they thought 
someone had tipped the preacher 
off as to who they were and the 
kind of life that they had lived. 
But the Holy Spirit had so di- 
rected the message that it was 
for them. Then the next Sunday 
night as I preached on ‘Hell,’ the 
Lord worked on their hearts and 
they were saved. You should 
See the complete change in their 
lives and in their home. 


“The third meeting was held in 
the Bell Gardens Baptist Church 
of Bell Gardens, California, where 
Rev. Kermit Byrd is the pastor, 
Feb. 13-Feb. 27. This was one 
of the best one-church meetings 
that I have had, and my second 
meeting here. The Lorg gave us 
a real time of heart-searching 
and soul-saving. There were 
nearly a hundred decisions for 
Christ, including 63 saved, 13 re- 
dedications, 13 for baptism, 5 
transfers of church membership, 
6 for special prayer, and 10 fam- 
ilies who started family altars. 
The Holy Spirit was working 
each night, and I think that the 
success of the meetings can be 
understood when you realize that 
we organized a _ round-the-clock 
prayer .circle. ... 

“One man was under such con- 
viction of sin that he got up in 
the middle of the night, went 
over to the pastor’s, woke him up 
and told him that he wanted to 
get right with the Lord. Some- 
one was on their knees praying 
at the exact time, too. The con- 
versions included Catholics, Mor- 
mons, and many others, and a 


real work was done in the hearts 


of the Christians ...I think that 
the results of that meeting will 
be long lasting, and will make a 
real change on the entire com- 
munity. 

I have three more meetings out 
here before I head back east, and 
I would appreciate your continued 
prayers in my behalf.” 


Evangelist R: Paul Miller Re- 
ports Fine Revival at the 
Harrah Brethren Church, 
Harrah, Washington 


The pastor, Rev. Harry Sturz, 
sends the following report: 

“During our meetings with 
Brother R. Paul Miller (Jan. 24- 
Feb. 6), the Holy Spirit of God 
definitely worked in our midst. 


I sincerely believe that God 
called Bob Jones University 
into existence in this day to 
give, not just a cultural empha- 
sis but an aggressive, orthodox, 
uncompromising evangelistic 
emphasis. The only hobby that 
our university has ever ridden 
is the hobby of evangelism. We 
keep on keeping on insisting 
that the business of every 
Christian is to win the lost to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
academic standards of Bob 
Jones University in the fields 
of its emphasis are just as high 
as the standards of any other 
educational institution in the 
world. We believe that young 
people should be well trained, 
but “we believe that any train- 
ing» however, conservative it 
may be religiously that puts 
out the fire of evangelism in 
the heart of a young person is 
not Christian training. We have 
preachers and educators in 
America that believe the Bible. 
They are technically orthodox. 
They are against modernism. 

3 is good as far as it goes, 
but it does not go far enough. 
Bob Jones University believes 
that every college - trained 

oung person should be able in 


reason for the hope that is 
within him, but that is not 
enough. There is something 
wrong with education, when 
Christian fervency is sup- 
pressed by a technical, bookish, 
cultural, academic educational 
program. The most difficult 
_ job in ‘the world is to educate 
| young people and keep them 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


y 
an intelligent way to give aj| you 


on fire for God. Bob Jones 
University has never put out 
the evangelistic fire or cooled 
the evangelistic passion in the 
heart of one of its students. 
‘The evangelistic fervency year 
by year grows in the hearts of 
the students who attend the 
institution. Great intellectual 
stimulation without heart stim- 
ulation produces coolness and 
deadness. Great heart stimu- 
lation without the proper in- 
tellectual development produces 
a type of fanaticism that does 
much harm. A warm heart 
and a clear head can work to- 
gether under the leadership of 
the Spirit in the bringing of the 
lost to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Bob Jones University stands 
for a warm spiritual heart—a 
heart that has a passion for 
the lost. It also stands for a 
well-trained head, so graduates 
may go out into the world and 
fit into any situation where 
God may place them. Keep in 
mind at all times that a Chris- 
tian’s first business is to win 
the lost to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Are you interested in 
an institution that is doing the 
job that Bob Jones University 
is doing? If you are, suppose 
send a financial contribu- 
tion to help us build our Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund. 
We are counting on you. Don’t 
disappoint us. Thank you and 
God bless you. 
BOB JONES, 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


j tendance of 235,000 people. 


There were some sixty-nine pub- 
lic decisions. Forty of these de- 
cisions were determined dedica- 
tions to God that He might have 
first place in our lives. Twenty- 
nine of them were souls who came 
to confess, before men, Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. 


“Another direct result of these 
meetings has been a real increase 
of interest in prayer and the 
things of Christ. Family altars 
have been revived. Some are 
rising earlier in the morning to 
have a longer devotional time 
with the Lord and to intercede 
for those who are still lost in this 
community. The Wednesday 
night prayer meeting has. en- 
larged. Besides all of this a new 
group: The Intercessors, has been 
formed. This band meets every 
Saturday evening to pray for 
those on our lists who are still 
outside the fold of Christ. Many 
in the group of Intercessors have 
divided into teams of two and 
are visiting the spiritually needy 
in the community. 

“How we praise the Lord for 
the way in which He has used 
our Brother Miller to quicken our 
love toward God, His Word and 
our fellow-man.” 


Churches Report Good Re- 
vivals With Evangelist 
B. M. Page 


Rev. Kenneth Taylor of Indi- 
anapolis writes us as follows: 

“I. am very happy to report as 
the pastor of my church (Beulah 
Bible Church) the success of my 
meetings in February. 


“The evangelist, Rev. B. M. 
Page, stirred our community with 
his simple sweet and humble Bible 
messages. During the two weeks, 
our church was helped spiritually 
and there were twenty definite 
decisions for the Lord. This is 
the first real revival this church 
has had i its eight years in the 
community. : 

“One night Brother Page 
preached on ‘Robbing God’ and 
the.,blessings of the Lord resulted 
in the laying on the hearts of the 


believers a burden of having aj 


full-time pastor. Our giving in- 
creased 100% during the follow- 
ing week of the revival.” 


Three Deacons Write Us From 
Gosport, Indiana, About 
Revival Services in the 
Whitaker Baptist 
Church 


“We want you to know about 
our revival meeting that has just 
closed at the Whitaker Baptist 
Church, conducted by Evangelist 
B. M. Page of Indianapolis. The 
Lord graciously blessed us with 
forty-one souls saved. We had 
about decided that the old-time 
gospel was a thing of the past 
until Brother Page came and 
proved it wasn’t. We praise God 
for him.” : 

(Signed) Alfred Shumaker 
Gilbert Bastin 
Vestal Edwards, 

Deacons. 


Fuller Evangelistic Founda- 
tion Reports a Good Year 


Rev. D. F. Cox writes us for 
the Fuller Evangelistic Founda- 
tion, giving a report for the year 
1948 as follows: 

“FULLER EVANGELISTIC 
FOUNDATION, Department of 
Evangelism, reports progress dur- 
ing 1948. Fifteen men are ac- 
tively engaged in the Evangelistic 
and Bible Conference ministry of 
the Foundation. A total of 185 
evangelistic meetings were held by 
twelve evangelists with an at- 
There 
were 3,218 reported conversions. | 
The number of meetings held 
represents 96% of the capacity 
of the evangelistic staff. 40% of 
these evangelistic meetings were 
in churches where evangelism is 
not on a self-supporting basis, in- 
dicating that the Foundation is 
doing a needy piece of evangelistic 
work and fulfilling one of the 
purposes for which it came into 
existence. 

“Dr. Charles E. Fuller is the 
President and Dr. Roy L. Laurin 
the Executive Vice President.” 


Evangelist Douglas Winn Sees 

37 Claim Christ in Bartles- 

| ville, Oklahoma 

We share with our readers a 
fine letter from Evangelist Doug- 
las Winn of 911 Myrtle Road, 
Martinsville, Virginia. 


(Continped from Page 1) 


last call in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Get-your letter in 
the-mail at once and receive this 
free gift. 

One pastor writes that to every 
couple he joins in wedlock in the 
marriage ceremony he _ presents 
the book, The Home: Courtship, 
Marriage and Children. He has 
given away many, said he had 
three copies still on hand. Why 
don’t you get extra copies of this 
book while you can get it at the 
special Jetter month price of $2.00 
each? Remember there are 381 
pages, 22 chapters. It is a Bible 
manual on the home. Beautifully 
clothbound, attractive jacket. The 
price is ordinarily $2.50, but dur- 
ing letter month alone we are 
making this special price. 

The box of assorted greeting 
cards are the lovliest we ever saw. 
There are beautiful greetings you 
will want to seng people on their 
birthdays, some that you will want 
to send to, people’ who are sick, 
one to send to a mother and fath- 
er with a new baby, one an anni- 
versary. They are beautiful 
cards inymany colors, with nice 
poems; and all of them have 
Scripture verses. The box of 14 
cards sells for $1.00. , You may 
have it free with a retail order 
of $5.00 or more, or a gift for 
that amount to the Sword Free 
Literature Fund, Radio Broad- 
cast Fund, or $5.00 or more sent 
for subseriptions 

For a $2.00 retail order or gift 
you may have free the Vest Pock- 
et Companion for Soul Winners, 
118 pages of Scriptures ang sug- 
gestions on how to use them in 
winning different kinds of _ sin- 
ners. It is an attractive and 
lovely little book, just the right 
size to carry in a purse or vest 
pocket; and you may have it ab- 
solutely free with a $2.00 retail 
order or gift. 


Mkinspeonle 
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Letter Month Closes! 


* 


And remember that we are still 
printing in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD some of the fine let- 
ters. Every letter published in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
which comes during letter month, 
will entitle the owner to $2.00 
credit on anything we sell—sub- 
scriptions, books, plaques, sta- 


tionery, etc. 


This is the last eall, so hurry 
and get your letter in! 

Many of you have forgotten te 
ask for a Sword catalog of books. 
Don't you want this free catalog 
fiving the best in Christian liter- 
ature, including all the books and 
pamphlets we publish, wall mot- 
toes, Scripture stationery, greet- 
ing cards, etc.? Ask for the 
Sword catalog. 

We also have on hand, left from 
last year, a large folder with 
Some twenty pictures of the 
Sword office and staff. Although 
there have been some changes in 
personnel, we would like to send 
this folder to you absolvtely free 
with some discussion of our large 
offices and work. I think you 
will enjoy it. Ask for the pic- 
turé folder of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD office and workers. 


When you write be sure to send 
subscriptions if possible. If you do 
not know someone who wants 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
and if your minister and your own 
already take it, we 
have names and addresses of mis- 
sionaries and pastors who would 
be delighted to have the paper. 
So send the money along and we 
will send it to people who need 
and want the magazine, if you 
cannot send the names. 


Piease mark _ subscriptions 
“new” or “renewal.” Send along 
a gift for our Free Literature 
Fund if God ‘ays it on your heart. 
And. be sure to pray for us! 

Send aj] mail to 214 West Wes- 
ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“You will he glad to know that 
the Lord used your tract, ‘What 
Must I Do To Be Saved,’ to aid 
in the conversion of another 
precious soul. The night before 
my campaign opened at the Bap- 
tist church in Smithfield, North 
Carolina, the pastor, Brother Bill 
Chrisco, gave one of your booklets 
to an unsaved thirty-five-year-old 
man. This man would read part of 
the message as he worked and 
then meditate upon it and then 
read more. He was so convicted 
when he came to church he was 
the first one to walk down the 
aisle to accept the Lord Jesus as 
his personal Saviour. 


“There were 37 conversions and 
‘dditions to the church in the ten 
days. Thirteen was the largest 
number of professions this church 
had ever had in an evangelistic 
meeting. Also the last Sunday, in 
spite of a hard rain, we had the 
largest Sunday School attendance 
in the history of the church. : 

“One night the Holy Spirit 
blessed in a very unusual way. 
After the benediction no one in 
the audience moved to leave. We 
couldn’t understand it yntil sud- 
denly one came to be saved. Then 
the church members came _ to 
shake hands with this new con- 
vert and while they were doing 
this another dear soul came with 
a broken heart to trust Christ. 
This happeneqj seven times. Be- 
fore everyone had finished greet- 
ing the new convert, one other 
came to be’ saved. Then while 
this latter newborn Christian was 
being extended the hand of 
Christian fellowship, one other 
came to Christ. We were there 
for over an hour after the bene- 
diction. No one left as_ people 
sang and praised the Lord. Many 
people who had never prayed pub- 
lically before prayed in the Spirit 
and gave Spirit-filled testimonies. 
In this campaign only 40 people 
who were not professed Christians 
attended the entire meetings and 
37 of these 40 came to Christ. One 
afternoon in our visitation I led a 
young man to Christ while he was 
sitting on a horse. That night he 
came forward at the church to 
make a public confession of Ifis 
faith in Christ with tears and to 
come a8 a candidate for baptism. 

“Thank God for revivals! From 
this campaign here in Bartlesville, 


b 


— 


Oklahoma, I go to Oklahoma 
City.” 
Missouri Pastor Having Fine 


Revivals 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
has just received a picture of a 
baptismal scene when fifty-five 
people were baptized on profes- 
sion of their faith in Christ as a 
result of a revival campaign at 
West Union Raptist Church, south 
of Versailles, Missouri. Rev. C. E. 
Williams, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church; Amsterdam, Mo., 
conducte@ the services. 

Brother Williams has just had 
another campaign running four 
weeks at New Franklin, Missouri, 
“with more than 150 souls saved.” 
Praise the Lord! 


AND GOD 
REMEMBERED..." 


And Other Favorite Messages 
By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Six heartfelt devotional mes- 
sages are in this book: (1) 
“And God Remembered ... 
(2) Tears in Heaven, (3) “Be- 
hold the Man!” (4). ‘‘Where 
Is the Lord God of Elijah?” 
(5) The Exceedingly Abund- 
antly Able God, (6) The Torn 
Veil. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
says, “How any Christian can 
read this message (Tears in 
Heaven) and not be stirred to 
more faithful witnessing it is 
hard to see... Each one of the 
messages is vital and packed 
with Scriptural teaching.” 


123 pages, clothbound, beau- 


tiful jacket. 
price, only 


Sword of the Lord 
Publishers 


214 West Wesley Street 


Wheaton, Ill. 
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Repentance 


« 


(Continued from Page 3) 


chilgren in another state. The man 
did find Christ, sent for his chil- 
dren, but found the mother and 
little girl dead. He took.the boy 
to Chicago and made him his heir. 
His friends did not forsake him. 
God made his path smooth because 
he repented. 


There was to be a fashionaQle 
wedding at “ very fashionable 
church. The bride, a beautiful 
girl of about twenty-one, came 
down the aisle smiling. She was 
marrying a banker who was very 
rich, 

Aa they reached the front a 
woman heavily veiled lifted her 
veil and the bridegroom cried out: 

“My God, is that you?” 

The woman said: “Yes, here is 
youg child. [ have kept him for 
four years. Now you take him 
for awhile.” : 

The bridegroom was gasping 
for breath and the bride-to-be 
fainted and was carried out. The 
audjence fled in terror and soon 
there was nobody in the church 
but the groom and. his four-year- 
Old poy crying for his mother, 


Was Not Repentance 


That was not repentance because 
the banker was sorry for what he 
had done. 

Repentance isn’t promising. or 
resqiving to do better. Why, the 
Dey{{ will let you do that every 
day inthe week, if you are 
wilijag to let it go at that. 

} don’t believe there has ever 
been a wicked man in Omaha who 
wee not continually promising 
hinigelf that he was going to turn 
over a new leaf. Why, bless you, 
I knew when I had done wrong as 
well as any Christian in _ this 
hayise. 

No man can take advantage of 
another in a trade and feel like a 
saint about it afterwards, even if 
he never saw a Bible or heard a 
sermon preached. 

No man can ruin a _ trusting 
woman without despising himself 
for it. The woman who has de- 
ceived her husband knows that she 
has sinned, whether she ever goes 
to church or not. 

You don’t have to go to church 
to know that you are doing some- 
thing wrong. You don’t have to lis- 
ten to my preaching to know that 
you are going to Hell. You know 
that. Repentance is more than 
feeling sorry and promising to do 
better. It is going to God, ac- 
knowledging your sins and accept- 
ing Jesus Christ as your Saviour. 

For the prodigal son, repentance 
meant leaving the hogpen, going 
back to his father’s house and 
saying: “Father, I have sinned.” 
For Simon Peter it meant leaving 
the sea to follow Jesus. And for 
you it will mean to do whatever 
is needed to make you right with 
God. 

When John the Baptist said to 
King Herod, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 
he meant get right with God at 
once, for now is your chance. 

There is something that keeps 
you from the arms of Jesus. I 
don’t know what it is—I don’t 
care. It is none of my business 
what it is; bat you must give it 
up or you will lose your soul. 

Need Not Tell Your Sin 

You need not tell your sin or 
what is keeping you from Jesus to 
any man. It is none of his 
blankety-blanked business, as 
some folks would say. , 

Some of you here may never 
hear another sermon. Herod was 
a king and had a high position 
above his people. And in this it 
may be that you are like him. You 
may be high up in life, high up in 
society, high up in the rating of 
Dunn and Bradstreet; it id hard 
for you to get down on your knees 
and say: “God, be merciful to me, 
a@ sinner.” But that does not 
make any difference with God. 

Why should you feel humiliated 
at accepting publicly the salvation 
of God? You feel no humiliation 
at accepting His air, His food or 
His water. I admit it is not easy 
to publicly accept the Saviour, but 
why should you not be proud to 
do it? 


Makes No Difference to God 


You may live in a house with 
twenty-five rooms or you may live 
in a one-room hovel. It makes 


ng difference to God. You will go | 


to Hell unless you repent, regard- 
less of your worldly position. You 
can't regulate your standing with 
God by the number of cylinders in 
your automobile. 

Peter Cartwright was once 
preaching to a great audience at 
Nashville, and was denouncing sin 
in the fearless way for which he 
was noted, when General Jackson 
was shown in. 

Some man said to the preacher: 

“Don’t talk so loud. General 
Jackson has just come in.” 

“Well, let me tell General Jack- 
son that if he does not repent he 
will be as certain to go to Hell 
as a heathen,” cried Peter Cart- 
wright. 

And General Jackson afterwards 
shook hands warmly with the 
courageous preacher and told him 
he was right. 


God Has No Wavorites 


There are no favorites with God. 
God commands the millionaire to 
repent, and if he does not, he will 
go to Hell the same as the boot- 
black who is shining his shoes in 
the barber shop. The _ society 
woman will lose her sout just as 
quick as the maid who waits on 
her, if she does not repent. The 
things that God is against are the 
things that you have to give up. 

Repentance means doing what 
God commancs you. There can be 


no compromise with God. A thing. 
as either right or wrong in God’s 


sight. There can be no middle 
course and 10 compromise. 

Soon after Gypsy Smith was 
converted a well-meaning old 
brother said to him; 

“I suppose you have a time 
every night when you fix up with 
God for whatever you have done 
wrong during the day?” 

Gypsy was horror-struck and re- 
plied: “No, I would never do that. 
God shows me that I have done 
wrong the very minute I do it, and 
I fix it up with Him then.” 


The trouble with most of you 
folks is that yoy try to do business 
on the passbook plan with God 
and you dont fix up with Him 
any oftener than you do with the 
man who sells you groceries, and 
that is why you don’t weigh any 
more for Him than you do. 


Deadbeats on Glory Road . 


A lot of you, tf you did not 
square up with God any oftener 
than you pay your grocer’s bill, 
would be deadbeats on the road 
to glory> and you would never 
reach Heaven. 

I tell you, I believe we should 
bring our repentance down to a 
spot-cash basis if we want to have 
power in prayer and testimony. 
You must make it a rule to get 
right with God the very minute 
He tells you that you are wrong. 
Beat the Devi? to it. Get to God 
first. Then when the Devil comes 
to God and says, “He did so and 
so,”” God will say, “You’re too late, 
Devil, he has been here long ago 
and told Me all about it.” 
the way to lick the old Devil. Go 
to God wourself with your sins 
and get to Him first. 

Let the wicked forsake his way, 
no matter how profitable it may 
be. If you are in a business that 
God is not in, then for God’s sake 
get out of the business. 

When John Vassar was,in the 
brewery business he knew he could 
not brew beer and go to Heaven. 
He was up against the question 
of whether he would keep the 
brewery and go to Hell, or whether 
he would give it up and go to 
Heaven. 


He gave it up and became one 


of the greatest soul winners of 
the nineteenth century. 
Know Why Not Christians 
Now, men and women of Omaha, 
you know what it is in your life 
that is keeping you away from 
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God. You know tonight why you 
are not Christians, why you are 
not rejoicing jn the light. It did 
not require the preaching of John 
the Baptist to tell Herod it was 
wrong to live with his brother's 
wife. He knew it was wrong as 
well as the grocer knows it is 
wrong to put sand in the sugar, 
or the merchant knows it is wrong 
to sell goods by a thirty-five inch 
yardstick, 

It is not for me to tell you 
what it is in your life that is 
wrong. God has already done 
that. But it is my place as a 
preacher to cry out to you, Repent! 
Repent--to back you up against 
the wall ang hold you there until 
you repent. God commands that 
men everywhere shall repent. 


I do not know what it is that 
keeps you away from God. It may 
be illicit love; it may be any- 
thing. But xive it up. It must 
be done to save your soul. It is 
not easy to admit you have been 
doing wrong, but it is the only 
way for the !cst sinner. 


Must Come on God’s Terms 

You must come to God on His 
terms, not yours. He will not 
accept you unless. you repent. He 
commands you to repent and that 
is the only way in which He will 
receive ‘you. You cannot make 
terms with God. Unconditional 
surrender is God’s terms, and He 
will listen to no other. Repent- 
ance, immediate and unconditional 
On your part, and the pardon of 
Christ is yours. 

Some of you love .a hidden sin 

that your very best friend may 
not even suspect—a _ sin_ that 
drives you like a_ whip of 
scorpions and compels you to do 
the things you abhor and hate. 
* There was a young business man 
in Chicago who came home and 
found his wife insane. He did 
everything to induce her mind to 
return. He tcok her down to the 
mountains in Tennessee where she 
romped as a ittle girl, in the hope 
that her mind might return. But 
without success, he returned 
home, 

He carried her to her room and 
she slept for fifteen minutes, she 
slept for three hours, for four 
hours; she slept al] night until 
noon the next day. When she 
opened her eyes, she said: 

“George, where am I?” 

“You are home, wife,” was the 
reply. 

She — said, 
been ?”’ 

“T have been right here every 
hour, wife. I have never been 
away from your side.” 

God is waiting for some young 
man or woman to look up and 
open their eyes and say: “Lord, 
where have you been?” He would 
reply, “I have been watching and 
waiting beside you for fifty years, 
for seventy years, awaiting for 
you.” 

God is waiting for you to repent 
and ask for forgiveness. You 
can have it. 


“Where have you 
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